
Students in Monday/Wednesday/Thursday Freshman Studio classes are in Tuesday/Friday Liberal Arts Courses 

 

You must register for one section of S101 and one section of H102. 

Descriptions of section topics can be found below. 

 
                

 

Tuesday/Friday HPSS-S101 Courses - Choose one Tuesday/Friday HAVC-H102 Courses - Choose one 

HPSS- 
S101-08 

Yess Existentialism 
2:50 p.m. – 
4:20 p.m. 

HAVC- 
H102-06 

Varshavskaya Asian Art- Japan 
1:10 p.m. -
2:40 p.m. 

HPSS- 
S101-10 

Fitzsimons 
The US: Home and 
Abroad since 1945 

2:50 p.m. - 
4:20 p.m. 

 
HAVC- 

H102-08 

Carlson 
Modern American 
Art & Design 

1:10 p.m. -
2:40 p.m. 

HPSS- 

S101-12 
Tirado 

Beyond Salsa, 

Understanding Latinos 

2:50 p.m. - 

4:20 p.m. 

 

HAVC- 
H102-10 

 

Charest 

Native American Art 

& Architecture 

 

1:10 p.m. -
2:40 p.m. 

HPSS- 
S101-15 

Robarts 

 

Islam and the Islamic 
World 

 
 

9:40 a.m. - 
11:10 a.m. 

HAVC- 
H102-12 

Hayat 

 

Architecture in Post 
WWII Germany 

 

 
9:40 a.m. – 

11:10 a.m. 

HPSS- 

S101-20 
Keefer The Quest for Wisdom 

11:20 a.m. - 

12:50 p.m. 
  

   

                
 

 

 

You will have until January 19, 2017 to register for your desired section of S101 and H102. After that date, 
those not registered will be placed randomly into a class. 

 

Click here to register in Student Planning. 

https://ss.risd.edu/Student/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fStudent%2f


HPSS-S101 Descriptions 
 
S101-08                James Yess                  Existentialism 
TuF  2:50-4:20 
This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically.  Samples of classic philosophical writings in existentialism on 
topics such as free will, personal identity, subjective value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human existence will be the 
launching pads for students’ oral and written analysis.  Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class discussions will be used 
to encourage close scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By noting the 
strengths and weaknesses in the arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical argumentation, students will be 
better able to navigate through the tickets of challenges arising from everyday living as persons of careful thought and considered 
action. 
 
 
S101-10         David Fitzsimons            The US: Home and Abroad Since 1945 
TuF  2:50-4:20 
This introductory survey, which delivers a broad knowledge of the recent American past, is valuable not only for its own sake, but 
also because it prepares you for advanced study in history and the social sciences, supplies context and evidence for current 
debates, and provides perspective for thinking about your own future and that of the world around you.  Moreover, as an S101 
course, you will develop advanced college essay writing skills through close examination of three topics in particular: the Cold War, 
Civil Rights and other domestic politics, and post Cold War international relations to the present day. 
 
 
S101-12         Alejandro Tirado            Beyond Salsa, Understanding Latinos 
TuF  2:50-4:20 
The word Latino represents a huge umbrella that covers a demographic group that is largely diverse, so diverse in fact, that many 
prefer to be called Hispanics. Latinos represent the largest minority in the US and though this group shares some history and 
cultural values, they have distinct differences that challenge labels. Through this course we will explore key questions about them. 
What’s their history? Who are and where do they live? How are they represented in the media? And how do they participate in the 
political process?   
 
 
S101-15        Andrew Robarts             Islam and the Islamic World 
TuF  9:40-11:10 
Designed to introduce students to Islam and Islamic civilization, this course surveys the development and articulation of an Islamic 
World in the medieval, early-modern and modern periods.  It starts with readings and an exploration of the Holy Koran and a 



discussion of Sharia (Islamic Law).  From here, the course charts the spread of Islam out of the Middle East and the establishment 
of Islamic states, societies, and communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North America.  The Muslim pilgrimage (Hajj) to 
Mecca and Medina and its role in generating and sustaining Islamic civilization is addressed.  This course is built around a reading 
and analysis of primary works by important Muslim scholars, ideologues, and activists drawn from the 1,600-year history of Islam. 
 
 
S101-20          Donald Keefer           Quest for Wisdom 
TuF  2:50-4:20 
This introductory philosophy course focuses on various theories of what philosophers across time have written about how we 
ought to live and what is essential to meaning in life:  wisdom, happiness, and love.  This is not a buffet of life-style choices.  There 
are no easy answers to these questions.  Rather, we will read them critically so as to evaluate their validity using a number of 
critical frameworks.  

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

H102 Descriptions 
 
H102-06               Elena Varshavskaya                  Asian Art – Japan                                                  
Tu/F  1:10-2:40 
Japan is celebrated for its acute sense of beauty that defines its culture throughout history. What is the origin of this poignant 
aesthetic awareness? How did the perspectives of priests, courtiers, samurai warriors and townsmen who consecutively 
dominated distinctive periods of Japanese culture contribute to the unified aesthetics that still persists in Japan and continues to 
resonate globally? We will seek a better understanding of this phenomenon through exploration of a broad spectrum of Japanese 
arts, including the earliest ceramics, architecture of Shinto and Buddhism, Buddhist paintings and narrative hand scrolls, 
decorative folding screens, Zen ink painting, gardens, tea ceremony wares and ukiyo-e woodblock prints. 
 
 
H102-08             Hannah Carlson                        Modern American Art & Design                          
Tu/F   1:10-2:40 
This class investigates intersections between art and design in late nineteenth- and twentieth-century America. We will ask what 
conceptions about the process of making, the role of the maker, and the mass market divide the fine arts from the design arts. We 
will explore the historical origins of the call for “art in industry” as we explore the major design movements of the twentieth 
century. In addition, we will examine how the largely commercial aspects of design have become the object of significant, 
twentieth-century art. 



 
 
H102-10                 Michelle Charest                Native American Art & Architecture                        
Tu/F  1:10-2:40 
This course will explore the incredible diversity of artistic and architectural forms created by the indigenous peoples of North 
America, spanning from the first arrival of humans on the continent to the present day.  Employing historical, archaeological, and 
anthropological evidence we will contextualize the artistic and aesthetic developments of Native American arts by examining both 
cultural and natural influences including: social and political organization, gender roles, religious belief, environmental 
adaptations, and communication between culture groups.  We will also examine major issues which have historically impacted 
Native American arts due to impositions by the federal governments of the United States and Canada leading into the 21st century, 
such as identity maintenance, federal recognition, religious tradition, economics, and cultural change and loss. 
 
 
H102-12                   Sara Hayat                        Architecture in Post WWII Germany: 1945-2000           
Tu/F  1:10-2:40 
This course will explore various building types and architectural styles that emerged in Germany in response to the constantly 
changing political and economical context of the postwar years. After Germany was divided into East and West, we will examine 
how two opposing socio-economical and ideological settings impacted the approach to architecture in each Germany. Special 
attention will also be given to interrelated themes that constantly influenced German architecture in theory and practice 
throughout the postwar era. These include the search for a new identity, the desire to emulate Bauhaus architecture, and coming to 
terms with the National Socialist past. 

 

 


