
Students in Monday/Wednesday/Thursday Freshman Studio classes are in Tuesday/Friday Liberal Arts Courses: 

You must register for one section of S101 and one section of H102. 

Descriptions of section topics can be found below. 

Tuesday/Friday HPSS-S101 Courses - Choose one Tuesday/Friday HAVC-H102 Courses - Choose one 

HPSS- 
S101-14 

Yess Existentialism 
11:20am- 
12:50pm 

HAVC- 
H102-05 

Nulton Ancient Art & Archaeology 
2:50pm-
4:20pm 

HPSS- 
S101-11 

Fitzsimons 
The US: Home and Abroad Since 
1945 

4:40pm-
6:10pm 

HAVC- 
H102-07 

Linssen History of Photography 
11:20am- 
12:50pm 

HPSS- 
S101-15 

Tirado 
Beyond Salsa: Understanding 
Latinos 

1:10pm-
2:40pm 

HAVC- 
H102-09 

Scanlan 
Art in the Age of 
Enlightenment 

2:50pm-
4:20pm 

HPSS- 
S101-19 

DuBois People, Parks and Public Space 
8:00am-
9:30am 

HAVC- 
H102-13 

Torshizi Art of the Islamic World 
2:50pm-
4:20pm 

HPSS- 
S101-21 

Marcotte Psychology of Social Injustice 
11:20am- 
12:50pm 

HAVC- 
H102-15 

Bergstein Renaissance Florence 
9:40am-
11:10am 

HPSS- 
S101-23 

Dharia Introduction to Material Studies 
1:10pm-
2:40pm 

You will have until January 22, 2018 to register for your desired section of S101 and H102. After that date, 

those not registered will be placed randomly into a class. 



HPSS-S101 Descriptions 

S101-14 James Yess Existentialism 

TuF 11:20-12:50 

This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically.  Samples of classic philosophical writings in existentialism 

on topics such as free will, personal identity, subjective value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human existence will 

be the launching pads for students’ oral and written analysis.  Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class discussions 

will be used to encourage close scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical progression, and how well claims are substantiated. 

By noting the strengths and weaknesses in the arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical argumentation, 

students will be better able to navigate through the tickets of challenges arising from everyday living as persons of careful 

thought and considered action. 

S101-11 David Fitzsimons The US: Home and Abroad Since 1945 

TuF 4:40-6:10 

This introductory survey, which delivers a broad knowledge of the recent American past, is valuable not only for its own sake, 

but also because it prepares you for advanced study in history and the social sciences, supplies context and evidence for 

current debates, and provides perspective for thinking about your own future and that of the world around you.  Moreover, as 

an S101 course, you will develop advanced college essay writing skills through close examination of three topics in particular: 

the Cold War, Civil Rights and other domestic politics, and post Cold War international relations to the present day. 

S101-15 Alejandro Tirado Beyond Salsa: Understanding Latinos 

TuF 1:10-2:40 

The word Latino represents a huge umbrella that covers a demographic group that is largely diverse. This diversity is reflected 

across many categories, with the choice of using Latino or Hispanic to self-identified just being the tip of the iceberg. Latinos 

represent the largest minority in the US and though this group shares some history and cultural values, they have distinct 

differences that challenge labels. Through this course we will explore key questions about them. What’s their history? Who are 

they and where do they live? How are they represented in the media and arts? And how do they participate in the political 

process?   



S101-19 Bryce Dubois  People, Parks and Public Space 

TuF 8:00-9:30 

In this course we will investigate public parks as contested cultural and ecological spaces. Public space is deemed to be a 

crucial aspect of democracy and parks specifically receive attention for their ecosystem services. However, others theorize an 

‘end of public space,’ contending that capitalism (neoliberalization) tends towards abstract space and the closure of truly 

public space. How do the ideas about the neoliberatlization of public space relate to those about green space? We will 

investigate this contention and others made about public space through an interdisciplinary lens. This will include reading 

works from geography, urban ecology, anthropology, and environmental psychology. As an S101 course we will pay close 

attention to the writer’s disciplinary perspective and assertions, considering each of the different perspectives and their 

‘projects.’ Finally, we will focus on many cities, most prominently New York City, the city with the public parks that I know best, 

and hold several sessions in parks around Providence to aide in our discussion and discovery. 

 

S101-21 Melissa Marcotte Psychology of Social Injustice 

TuF 11:20-12:50 

In order to understand others, we must understand ourselves. That may sound easy enough, but our brains are evolutionarily 

tailored for self-protection through self-deception. It is no wonder that conflict persists at both individual and group levels 

where both sides claim moral righteousness even after committing abhorrent acts of physical and psychological aggression 

towards one another. Using a myriad of lenses, such as established psychological theory, neuroscience, and Buddhist 

philosophy, we will explore: (1) how we as humans develop our sense of self versus other on an individual and group level, (2) 

how normal cognitive biases of self-protection and self-deception lead to interpersonal and intergroup conflict, (3) how 

socialized cultural values and norms assist in maintaining the status quo of injustice in considerably just societies,  and (4) what 

we can do to counteract these follies as individuals to facilitate peace inside ourselves and in the world. Using personal 

examples, contemporary literature, and current events, such as the Black Lives Matter movement, religious extremism, and the 

idea of “American Exceptionalism,” we will contextualize these phenomena in a way that make the class material and 

discussions relevant, personal, and practical. 

 

S101-23 Namita Dharia Introduction to Material Studies: Exploring S, M, L, XL Objects 

TuF 1:10-2:40 

From the forks and spoons we hold in our hands, to the machines that heal us, from the buildings and homes we live in, to the 

cables and servers that support our digital selves: objects small, medium, and large surround and support our lives. This course 

studies the role of objects from historic to contemporary times. It explores how things govern, shape, and undergird our social 

worlds and looks at the relationship between human beings and objects. We will discuss small acts of gift giving, medium 



sized industrial objects, and explore large and extra-large scales through technologies, networks, and manmade cities and 

landscapes. The course serves as an introductory course to thing theory and anthropology.   

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

HAVC-H102 Course Descriptions 

 

 

H102-05 Peter Nulton  Ancient Art & Archaeology                                            

TuF 2:50-4:20 

This course discusses developments in architecture, painting, and sculpture in Southern Europe, Northern Africa, and the 

Middle East from 900 B.C. to 400 A.D.  Topics include Greek and Hellenistic Art, Etruscan and Roman Art, and the 

archaeological methods used to investigate these civilizations. 

 

H102-07 Dalia Linssen  History of Photography                                                       

TuF 11:20-12:50 

This course surveys the development of photography from the Nineteenth Century to the present from a global perspective. 

We will examine technological and aesthetic shifts in photography while considering the medium's relationship to key social, 

political, and cultural contexts. Themes and topics covered include photography's changing relationship to artistic practices, 

photojournalism, landscape photography, fashion and advertising photography, shifts in documentary approaches, 

postmodern practices and digital photography, among others. Students will gain an understanding for how to approach the 

most pervasive visual media in today's world through developing skills of visual literacy, research, writing, and critical thinking. 

 

H102-09   Suzanne Scanlan      Art in the Age of Enlightenment 

TuF 2:50-4:20 

In this course we survey art and architecture from the era known as The Enlightenment (c. 1660-1815), when dramatic 

philosophical movements emphasized reason, empiricism and the importance of the individual.  Traditional institutions of 

power were challenged, leading to revolution on many fronts.  Travelers on the Grand Tour created new art markets, while 

Academies and Salons became the arbiters of style and taste. We consider a variety of works (paintings, sculpture, satirical 

prints, and decorative arts) and spaces (buildings, gardens) that exemplify the rise of secularism, science and liberty during this 

era of profound social and cultural change. 



 

H102-13 Foad Torshizi  Art of the Islamic World   

TuF  2:50-4:20 

This course examines the history of art, architecture, and material culture of the Islamic world from the advent of Islam to the 

Mongol invasion of the city of Baghdad in 1258. It is organized around major themes that link the arts of the Islamic world 

together including the divine words of the Qur’an, royal patronage, geometric and vegetative motifs, religious and secular 

identities, cross-cultural exchange, figural representation, and aniconism, etc. We will focus primarily on architecture, 

illuminated manuscripts, calligraphy, and the art of the object, including ceramics, glass, metalwork, wood, ivory, jewelry, and 

textiles. 

 

H102-15 Mary Bergstein Renaissance Florence: Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture 

TuF 9:40-11:10   

This social history of Renaissance art in Florence includes the study of drawing, painting, sculpture, and architecture from 

about 1250 to 1500. Our approach will be at once chronological and thematic, examining the visual culture of political power 

structures. Beginning with the concept of Renaissance as rebirth, the private and public spaces of the city of Florence shall be 

traced and investigated. In a period of massive transition in the arts, Italo-Byzantine mosaics and the Pisan sculptural tradition 

will give way to the panorama of public sculpture and performance art in a guild-driven republic. Painting techniques and the 

practice of disegno will be presented in terms of artistic training and apprenticeship. The expansion of the Medici family’s 

influence and power can be witnessed according to Cosimo’s building campaigns and art in the age of Lorenzo the 

Magnificent.  Mythological and religious subjects will be studied in context according to patronage and intellectual trends. 


