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SPRING 2016 Course Descriptions 
 

H102-01   Peter Nulton     Ancient Art & Archaeology 
An examination of developments in architecture, painting, and sculpture in Southern Europe, 
Northern Africa, and the Middle East from 900 B.C. to 300 A.D.  Topics include Greek and 
Hellenistic Art, Etruscan and Roman Art, and the archaeological methods used to investigate these 
civilizations. 
 
 
H102-02   Jung Joon Lee   Photography in Asia 
This class investigates intersections between art and design in late nineteenth- and twentieth-
century America. We will ask what conceptions about the process of making, the role of the maker, 
and the mass market divide the fine arts from the design arts. We will explore the historical 
origins of the call for “art in industry” as we explore the major design movements of the twentieth 
century. In addition, we will examine how the largely commercial aspects of design have become 
the object of significant, twentieth-century art. 
 
 
H102-03   Elena Varshavskaya     The Art of Japan 
Japan is celebrated for its acute sense of beauty that defines its culture throughout history. What is 
the origin of this poignant aesthetic awareness? How did the perspectives of priests, courtiers, 
samurai warriors and townsmen who consecutively dominated distinctive periods of Japanese 
culture contribute to the unified aesthetics that still persists in Japan and continues to resonate 
globally? We will seek a better understanding of this phenomenon through exploration of a broad 
spectrum of Japanese arts, including the earliest ceramics, architecture of Shinto and Buddhism, 
Buddhist paintings and narrative hand scrolls, decorative folding screens, Zen ink painting, 
gardens, tea ceremony wares and ukiyo-e woodblock prints. 
 
 
H102-04   Dalia Linssen     History of Photography  
This course surveys the development of photographic practices from the Nineteenth Century to 
the present through exploring the work of major artists/practitioners, movements, theories, and 
institutions from perspectives around the world. We will examine technological and aesthetic 
shifts in photography while considering the medium's relationship to key social, political, and 
cultural contexts. Themes and topics covered include photography's changing relationship to 
artistic practices and scientific contexts, the rise of photojournalism and war photography, fashion 
and advertising photography, shifts in documentary approaches, postmodern practices and digital 
photography, among others. Students will gain an understanding for how to approach the most 
pervasive visual media in today's world through developing skills of visual literacy, research, 
writing, and critical thinking. 
 
 
H102-05   Pascale Rihouet     Renaissance Art 
Renaissance art (1400-1600) was predominant in Italy but flourished across Europe. Thus, this 
course also ventures to England, France, Germany and the Netherlands.  We will study major city 
centers, as well as artists who worked for Renaissance courts.  To understand better the visual and 



material culture of this period, we will examine workshop practice and technique, patronage and 
exchange, and the development of art theory based on Classical models.  We will look at painting, 
sculpture, and architecture, and survey a variety of other art forms such as prints, tapestries, 
manuscripts and the decorative arts. 
 
 
H102-06   Suzanne Scanlan     Art in the Age of Enlightenment 
This course will survey art and architecture of the era known as The Enlightenment (c. 1660-
1815), when dramatic philosophical movements emphasized reason, empiricism and the 
importance of the individual.  Traditional institutions of power were challenged, leading to 
revolution on many fronts.  Travelers on the Grand Tour created new art markets, while 
Academies and Salons became the arbiters of style and taste. We will consider a variety of works 
(paintings, sculpture, satirical prints, and decorative arts) and spaces (buildings, gardens) that 
exemplify the rise of secularism and liberty during this era of profound social and cultural change. 
 
 
H102-07   Pascale Rihouet     Renaissance Art 
Renaissance art (1400-1600) was predominant in Italy but flourished across Europe. Thus, this 
course also ventures to England, France, Germany and the Netherlands.  We will study major city 
centers, as well as artists who worked for Renaissance courts.  To understand better the visual and 
material culture of this period, we will examine workshop practice and technique, patronage and 
exchange, and the development of art theory based on Classical models.  We will look at painting, 
sculpture, and architecture, and survey a variety of other art forms such as prints, tapestries, 
manuscripts and the decorative arts. 
 
 
H102-08   Peter Nulton     Ancient Art & Archaeology 
An examination of developments in architecture, painting, and sculpture in Southern Europe, 
Northern Africa, and the Middle East from 900 B.C. to 300 A.D.  Topics include Greek and 
Hellenistic Art, Etruscan and Roman Art, and the archaeological methods used to investigate these 
civilizations. 
 
 
H102-09   Bolaji Campbell     Introduction to African Art & Architecture 
This course is a survey of the rich and diverse artistic heritage of Africa. It explores the aesthetic, 
religious, socio-political and cultural values of some of the major ethnic groups using art historical 
and archaeological evidence found throughout the continent. Using an interdisciplinary 
perspective, the course is organized into four sections: Human Ecology and Ancient Imagery; The 
West African Kingdoms; Literature, Culture and Architecture; and Contemporary Art In and Out of 
Africa. Each section is explored through an interrogation of the Arts—masking and ritual 
performance, music, literature, dance, painting, sculpture, architecture, and film. 
 
 
H102-10   Fatemeh Abbas Zadeh     Islamic Art & Architecture 
We will examine the arts of Islam from the rise of the faith in the seventh century until modern 
times.  The creation, function, and meaning of religious and secular architecture, the arts of Islamic 
calligraphy and manuscript painting, ceramics, works in metal, and textiles are the subjects. We 
will study the variety of monuments and art objects in Islamic world.  



H102-11   Esther Thyssen     Abstract Expressionism in Art and Global Politics 
This course will survey the emergence of an avant-garde in the United States during and after 
World War II.  The focus will be on the personal struggles, artistic innovation, and overarching 
achievement of a handful of artists including Willem De Kooning, Jackson Pollock, David Smith, 
Robert Motherwell and Barnett Newman, whose work catapulted American art and artists onto 
the world stage.  Concurrently we will examine the role of public and private criticism, especially 
the writings of Harold Rosenberg and Clement Greenberg.  Additionally we will construct a view of 
contemporary society and the political leanings of artists and critics of the movement, as well as 
the concerted effort of the American State Department to showcase Abstract Expressionist work 
as visible proof of American freedoms during the Cold War. 
 
 
H102-12   Hannah Carlson     Modern American Art & Design 
This class investigates intersections between art and design in late nineteenth- and twentieth-
century America. We will ask what conceptions about the process of making, the role of the maker, 
and the mass market divide the fine arts from the design arts. We will explore the historical 
origins of the call for “art in industry” as we explore the major design movements of the twentieth 
century. In addition, we will examine how the largely commercial aspects of design have become 
the object of significant, twentieth-century art. 
 
 
H102-13   Hannah Carlson     Modern American Art & Design 
This class investigates intersections between art and design in late nineteenth- and twentieth-
century America. We will ask what conceptions about the process of making, the role of the maker, 
and the mass market divide the fine arts from the design arts. We will explore the historical 
origins of the call for “art in industry” as we explore the major design movements of the twentieth 
century. In addition, we will examine how the largely commercial aspects of design have become 
the object of significant, twentieth-century art. 
 
 
H102-14   Fatemeh Abbas Zadeh     Islamic Art & Architecture 
We will examine the arts of Islam from the rise of the faith in the seventh century until modern 
times.  The creation, function, and meaning of religious and secular architecture, the arts of Islamic 
calligraphy and manuscript painting, ceramics, works in metal, and textiles are the subjects. We 
will study the variety of monuments and art objects in Islamic world.  
 
 
H102-15   Bolaji Campbell     Introduction to African Art & Architecture 
This course is a survey of the rich and diverse artistic heritage of Africa. It explores the aesthetic, 
religious, socio-political and cultural values of some of the major ethnic groups using art historical 
and archaeological evidence found throughout the continent. Using an interdisciplinary 
perspective, the course is organized into four sections: Human Ecology and Ancient Imagery; The 
West African Kingdoms; Literature, Culture and Architecture; and Contemporary Art In and Out of 
Africa. Each section is explored through an interrogation of the Arts—masking and ritual 
performance, music, literature, dance, painting, sculpture, architecture, and film. 
 
 
 



H102-16   Suzanne Scanlan     Art in the Age of Enlightenment 
This course will survey art and architecture of the era known as The Enlightenment (c. 1660-
1815), when dramatic philosophical movements emphasized reason, empiricism and the 
importance of the individual.  Traditional institutions of power were challenged, leading to 
revolution on many fronts.  Travelers on the Grand Tour created new art markets, while 
Academies and Salons became the arbiters of style and taste. We will consider a variety of works 
(paintings, sculpture, satirical prints, and decorative arts) and spaces (buildings, gardens) that 
exemplify the rise of secularism and liberty during this era of profound social and cultural change. 
 
 
H102-17   Jung Joon Lee   Photography in Asia 
This class investigates intersections between art and design in late nineteenth- and twentieth-
century America. We will ask what conceptions about the process of making, the role of the maker, 
and the mass market divide the fine arts from the design arts. We will explore the historical 
origins of the call for “art in industry” as we explore the major design movements of the twentieth 
century. In addition, we will examine how the largely commercial aspects of design have become 
the object of significant, twentieth-century art. 
 
 
H102-18   Michelle Charest     Native American Art & Architecture 
This course will explore the incredible diversity of artistic and architectural forms created by the 
indigenous peoples of North America, spanning from the first arrival of humans on the continent 
to the present day.  Employing historical, archaeological, and anthropological evidence we will 
contextualize the artistic and aesthetic developments of Native American arts by examining both 
cultural and natural influences including: social and political organization, gender roles, religious 
belief, environmental adaptations, and communication between culture groups.  We will also 
examine major issues which have historically impacted Native American arts due to impositions 
by the federal governments of the United States and Canada leading into the 21st century, such as 
identity maintenance, federal recognition, religious tradition, economics, and cultural change and 
loss. 
 
 
 
 


