
S101 Descriptions SP 2015 
 
S101-01     Contemporary Moral Issues (PH)                   Yuriko Saito 
In this philosophy course, we will address controversial issues surrounding the notions of equality 
and freedom in American society today, considering different positions regarding abortion, freedom 
of speech and expression, economic justice, gay marriage and other issues, in order to develop our 
understanding of what equality and freedom really entail.  By analyzing philosophers' writings, as 
well as some U. S. Supreme Court decisions, on these topics, we will work on developing critical 
reading and philosophical thinking skills.  We will also learn how to engage in philosophical 
discussions and how to construct sound arguments through class discussion and frequent writing 
assignments.   
 
S101-02       Personality Psychology           (SS)                                     Greg Buongiorno 
Whereas many areas of psychology attempt to explain how all people will act the same in a given 
situation, or how pre-existing groups differ from each other, personality psychology attempts to 
address what makes people unique and different from others.  This course is intended as a general 
introduction to theories of personality psychology.  The class will expose you to a wide variety of 
theories and will require you to apply the concepts learned to understanding why people develop 
certain characteristic traits and behavior. By the end of the course you will be able to answer 
questions like: What is personality? What are the major theories of personality and how do 
psychologists study human thought and behavior patterns? In what ways do individuals differ in 
terms of personality characteristics and how are these characteristics related to human behavior?  
Students will be encouraged to think critically about the various perspectives presented. 
 
S101-03          Understanding Folklore and Folklife        (SS)                           Jane Szurek 
This course examines the dynamics of folklore and folklife, considering the ways in 
which individuals, families, and communities express themselves, their beliefs and their values, 
tales and sayings, social customs, rights of passage, festivals, urban legends, dance, music and 
art. Emphasis is placed on the uses to which folklore is put, especially by nation states, and on 
the ways in which folklore is actively produced. Demonstrating that we actively produce our 
own folklore, each student is responsible for research into a specific aspect or category of family 
or community folklife.  This project will take the form of a written paper. 
 
S101-04 & 15      Economy and Society  (SS)   Andrew Savchenko 
We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial components 
of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. We will also study social 
aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social inequality, related but not identical 
to unequal distribution of resources, will be studied both in the context of social class and cross-
national comparisons. The latter will try to answer the riddle of globalization: why the increasing 
volume of international trade in all factors of production (commodities, capital, and labor) makes 
some countries rich while others remain poor. History of social and economic development will be 
an essential aspect of the course. Students are expected to participate in discussion and write one 
term paper. There will be a final exam. 
 
S101-05 & 08 Existentialism: The Will to Create  (PH)  James Yess 
Individual freedom, self-creation, the denial of absolute truth and value, the objective absurdity of 
life are themes that will frame class discussions.  Students and instructor will explore this 
revolutionary philosophical movement through the ideas of such philosophers as 
Sartre, DeBeauvoir, Camus, Kafka, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger and Buber.  An action project 
will be required. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
S101-06 & 07      Introduction to Social & Cultural Anthropology  (SS)    Lindsay French 
What IS anthropology?  What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how do they conduct their 
research, and how do they present their findings to us?  This course introduces students to social and 
cultural anthropology by looking at what anthropologists do, and how they communicate what they 
learn through both ethnographic writing and film.  The goal is to introduce a distinctive way of 
thinking about human social and cultural difference, and a range of analytic techniques that 
anthropologists use for making sense of these differences.  Readings are chosen to represent 
geographic and cultural diversity, as well as a range of analytic approaches.  We will read texts 
closely, think about representation in film as well as in writing, and do a bit of ethnographic research 
ourselves. 
 
S101-09  Introduction to Women and Gender Studies (SS)   Claudia Ford 
In this course we will explore the interdisciplinary subject of women’s and gender studies and 
evaluate critical questions about the meaning of gender in society and daily life. The primary goal of 
this course is to familiarize students with key issues, questions, and debates in women’s and gender 
studies scholarship, both historical and contemporary. We will analyze and discuss gender as a 
contextual and intersectional concept that lies at the crossroads of race, class, ethnicity, sexuality, 
citizenship, age, size, and ability. Lectures and readings deal with the sex/gender distinction, 
masculinity and femininity, social and medical constructions of gender, body politics, and gender and 
visual/popular culture. This course will provide a broad knowledge base for those interested in 
taking upper level gender and women’s studies classes. 
 
S101-10 & 11  The Cold War  (HX)    David Fitzsimons 
The Cold War shaped the contours of international relations for over four decades following the 
Second World War.  This collision between the "Capitalist West" and the "Communist East" came 
close to igniting thermonuclear catastrophe, killed millions of people through proxy wars in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America, and generated many of the most dangerous international conflicts of the 
present day.  Through the close examination of key primary and secondary textual sources, short yet 
frequent writing assignments, and occasional lectures and videos, students will learn to think, speak, 
and write critically about debates among historians over the geopolitical, domestic, economic, and 
ideological factors that drove this global confrontation. 
 
S101-12  Introduction to Philosophy (PH)   Don Keefer 
In our daily life we assume many things to be so obvious that we seldom reflect upon, let alone 
question, their validity. For example, we take for granted the continuation of self, the existence of the 
material world, the moral rightness (or wrongs) of certain acts, etc. Once we start wondering at the 
obvious, however, familiar things become strange, on the one handshaking the foundation of our 
comfortable life, while, on the other hand, inviting us to participate in an adventure/exploration 
called philosophizing. Such has been the experience of numerous thinkers from different ages and 
cultures. In this course, we shall join them in their philosophical journeys. Specifically, we will study 
and evaluate the various questions and answers different thinkers have offered as well as critically 
examine our own beliefs and assumptions in light of the alternative viewpoints offered by them. 
 
S101-13 Introduction to Globalization                               Marie Cieri 
Globalization is the term we use for the increasing interconnectedness of different parts of the world 
through common processes of economic, environmental, political and cultural change. It is, in some 
form, a fact of life for all the world’s populations in the 21st century, but do most of us recognize its 
many facets as well as the historical factors that have led to its pervasiveness in our contemporary 
world? Using a geographical perspective, we will go beyond globalization’s more obvious 
manifestations, such as the vast reach of the Internet and the place of foreign cuisines in everyday 
lifestyles, to investigate its role in many significant challenges facing the world today, from natural 
resource/species depletion and climate change to armed conflicts, terrorism, migrations, persistent 
poverty and disease.  As we do this, we will see how the global is, in fact, still linked to the local and 
how globalization has been a major factor in the production of  “unevenness” in general well-being 



around the world. 
 
 
 
S101-14               Introduction to Sociology  (SS)                                    Meghan Kallman 
This course provides an introduction to sociology—the systematic study of human society. It will 
teach students to think sociologically, that is, to consider critically the limits of agency (e.g., the 
power of individual action) and the role of structure in analyzing the social world. The materials will 
enable students to analyze and understand some of the basic components of our existence as social 
beings on this planet, and help them understand their own lives in relation to the voluntary and 
involuntary patterns of activities with which they are engaged. The goal is to “denaturalize”—to 
deconstruct and examine—those social rules that we collectively take for granted. 
 
S101-17 & 18       Urban Studies       (SS)                 John Lauermann 
We now live on an urban planet: the majority of the world's population is 'urbanites' and their 
numbers continue to grow. Yet this symbolic tipping point in human settlement comes with 
significant challenges. Most people within this urban majority live in 'slums', where many of 
the economic and cultural opportunities associated with cities in western thought are often 
unattainable in the face of daily struggles for survival. Furthermore, given that cities are the primary 
emitters of greenhouse gases, all urban dwellers are united, if not equally, in responsibility for 
climate change and its potential mediation. This course examines the emergence of a planet of cities 
by considering: the ways in which Urban Studies scholars have understood cities and their 
relationships in an era of globalization; global urban relations with respect to capital, labor, 
communications and culture; and two of the major urban challenges currently faced: growing social 
inequalities and mounting sustainability requirements. 
 
S101-19 & 23 Islam and the Islamic World         (HX)                               Andrew Robarts 
Designed to introduce students to Islam and Islamic civilization, this course surveys the development 
and articulation of an Islamic World in the medieval, early-modern and modern periods.  It charts the 
spread of Islam out of the Middle East and the establishment of Islamic states, societies, and 
communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North America.  The Muslim pilgrimage (Hajj) to 
Mecca and Medina and its role in generating and sustaining Islamic civilization will be 
addressed.  This course is built around a reading and analysis of primary works by important Muslim 
scholars, ideologues, and activists drawn from the 1,600-year history of Islam. 
 
S101-20 & 21 Great Lives Lived                                (HX)                   Scott Cook 
This course explores the scope and importance of the impact of "great lives" on modern 
history. Students will read the biographies and autobiographies of five famous 
persons (tentatively, 4 of these are:  Queen Victoria, Oscar Wilde, Frederick Douglass, and 
Adolph Hitler).  Contextual material will also be examined to provide a "life and times" 
approach. Particular emphasis on reading (the books are long) and ongoing discussion with 
lectures.  Two papers and weekly quizzes. 
 
S101-22   Introduction to Environmental Sociology  (SS)  Damian White 
Over the last four decades concern for ‘the environment’, ‘ecology’ and ‘nature’ has generated 
enormous social movement mobilizations, legislative changes, the reorientation of scientific research 
programs, international treaties and arguably modest institutional transformations of contemporary 
societies in the affluent world and beyond. Yet what exactly is ‘nature’ and can it be ‘saved’? Why are 
there such deep-seated disputes about the scale and extent of environmental problems? How can 
issues of class, ‘race’, gender, sexuality, culture and imperialism intersect with environmental 
questions? What possibilities exist for developing more ‘sustainable futures’? This course will 
introduce students to the contribution that sociology and related fields in the social sciences such as 
cultural studies and political ecology can make to un-packing the environmental debate. We will 
attempt to come to grips with the social, historical, political, cultural and ecological dimensions of the 
environmental debate and through this discussion, students will be introduced to the basic academic  



skills that are common to the liberal arts: notably writing, summarizing, citation, argumentation, 
research, and analysis. 
 
S101-24   History of American Technology                            (HX)                                 Gail Mohanty 
This course surveys the history of American technology from the Colonial period to the present 
taking a thematic approach that emphasizes social, economic and cultural impacts of technological 
change on American society. Themes include but are not limited to: Inventors and Invention, Power, 
Transportation, Communication, Technology and Management, Technology in the Home, Technology 
and Art, and Technology and Time.  

 


