
HPSS S101: General Course Description: 
 
Through discussion of key texts within a specific discipline, students in HPSS Topics 
sections are introduced to important methodologies and controversies within 
History, Philosophy, or one of the Social Sciences.  Students are encouraged to 
develop the skills in critical thinking and reading that are common to all of the 
disciplines covered by HPSS.  Through frequent writing assignments, combined with 
substantial feedback from faculty, topics sections also help students to develop the 
strategies and techniques of effective writing.  No prior knowledge of the relevant 
subject matter is assumed.  HPSS S101 serves as a gateway to all further coursework 
within the department of HPSS, excluding Wintersession courses. 
 
S101 Sections, Spring 2013: 
 
HPSS-S101-01  Contemporary Moral Issues  (PH)        Yuriko Saito 
In this philosophy course, we will address controversial issues surrounding the notions of 
equality and freedom in American society today, considering different positions 
regarding abortion, freedom of speech and expression, economic justice, gay marriage 
and other issues, in order to develop our understanding of what equality and freedom 
really entail.  By analyzing philosophers' writings, as well as some U. S. Supreme Court 
decisions, on these topics, we will work on developing critical reading and philosophical 
thinking skills.  We will also learn how to engage in philosophical discussions and how to 
construct sound arguments through class discussion and frequent writing assignments.   
 
HPSS-S101-02 and 19 Personality Psychology   (SS) Jennifer Prewitt-Freilino 
Whereas many areas of psychology attempt to explain how all people will act the 
same in a given situation, or how pre-existing groups differ from each other, 
personality psychology attempts to address what makes people unique and 
different from others.  This course is intended as a general introduction to theories 
of personality psychology.  The class will expose you to a wide variety of theories 
and will require you to apply the concepts learned to understanding why people 
develop certain characteristic traits and behavior. By the end of the course you will 
be able to answer questions like: What is personality? What are the major theories 
of personality and how do psychologists study human thought and behavior 
patterns? In what ways do individuals differ in terms of personality characteristics 
and how are these characteristics related to human behavior?  Students will be 
encouraged to think critically about the various perspectives presented. 
 
HPSS-S101-03  American Dream   (SS)  Tom Roberts 
Many traditions over the past five centuries have helped shape an enigmatic, evolving  
concept of what it means to be American.  European settlers and their early descendants 
struggled to put into words and then put into practice a society based on what they 
considered the noblest principles of their time.  Gradually, traditions of non-European 
settlers were woven into the American fabric. This tapestry of principles remains a 
touchstone of American ideals.  Some ideals have remained unattainable, some have 
become distorted, some have survived as recognized goals of modern American society.  



This course will examine a number of these ideals – democracy, justice, equality, et al. – 
as embodied in the words of the politicians who shaped and applied them and in the 
works of the artists who drew on them to create works of enduring cultural value. 
In addition to the two morning class sessions, there will be one evening film screening 
each week. 
 
HPSS-S101-04 and 05   The Civil War  (HX)       Scott Cook 
It killed more Americans than all other wars combined before Viet Nam.  Why was it 
fought?  Why did the South lose?  What is the meaning of the war and its legacy?  In 
this history course, structured around Ken Burns' video series, we seek to 
understand the conflict itself as well as its antecedents and contexts (slavery, 
Federalism, industrialism, the "home front", international diplomacy). Lecture, 
student debates, discussion, a number of short papers, and quizzes. 
 
HPSS-S101-06 and 07   Introduction to Social & Cultural Anthropology  
 (SS)  Lindsay French 
What IS anthropology?  What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how do 
they conduct their research, and how do they present their findings to us?  This 
course introduces students to social and cultural anthropology by looking at what 
anthropologists do, and how they communicate what they learn through both 
ethnographic writing and film.  The goal is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking 
about human social and cultural difference, and a range of analytic techniques that 
anthropologists use for making sense of these differences.  Readings are chosen to 
represent geographic and cultural diversity, as well as a range of analytic 
approaches.  We will read texts closely, think about representation in film as well as 
in writing, and do a bit of ethnographic research ourselves. 
 
HPSS-S101-08  Science and Religion   (PH)  Jeffrey Poland 
In this course we will examine relationships between science and religion. Topics 
will include: what is science? what is religion? are science and religion necessarily in 
conflict with each other, or are they best viewed as independent or perhaps 
mutually sustaining and complementary institutions? what is the importance of 
developments in modern science (e.g., cosmology, particle physics, evolutionary 
theory) for religious beliefs about deities, human nature, and the place of humans in 
the world?, is religion necessary for morality? can science explain religious belief  
and moral judgment? how are tensions between science and religion manifested in 
contemporary cultural debates (e.g., science education, sex education, stem cell 
research)? what are the prospects for resolving current tensions between 
worldviews based on science and worldviews based on religious belief? 
 
HPSS-S101-09 and 15   Principles of Archaeology (SS)     Ned Dwyer 
An introduction to field methods of survey and excavation, laboratory techniques of 
material culture analysis, and the interpretation of archaeological data for the 
purpose of reconstructing ancient events and cultural patterns.  Case studies from 
around the world will serve as examples of the archaeologist at work, with 
particular attention paid to anthropological archaeology as practiced in the New 



World culture areas of Mesoamerica and the Andes, to develop theories of the rise 
and fall of complex societies. 
 
HPSS-S101-10  The Cold War         (HX)  David Fitzsimons 
The Cold War shaped the contours of international relations for over four decades 
following the Second World War.  This collision between the "Capitalist West" and 
the "Communist East" came close to igniting thermonuclear catastrophe, killed 
millions of people through proxy wars in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and 
generated many of the most dangerous international conflicts of the present day.  
Through the close examination of key primary and secondary textual sources, short 
yet frequent writing assignments, and occasional lectures and videos, students will 
learn to think, speak, and write critically about debates among historians over the 
geopolitical, domestic, economic, and ideological factors that drove this global 
confrontation. 
 
HPSS-S101-11 and 14 Deviance and Marginality in Early Modern Europe  
 (HX) David Warner 
This course is based on the premise that something important can be learned about 
a society by viewing it from the outside in or the bottom up, from viewpoint of the 
oppressed and marginalized rather than that of the dominant mainstream.  We will 
find that the margins of early modern Europe encompassed saints and sinners, 
witches and heretics, rebels and criminals, outcasts and voluntary exiles.  
Mainstream society reacted to this world with hostility and persecution, but 
sometimes with qualified admiration.  We explore this world during a period, from 
approximately the late fourteenth through the early eighteenth centuries, in which 
the outlines of modern society, with all its fears and anxieties, were coming more 
clearly into view.  By examining those fears and anxieties in their period of 
incubation, we may well arrive at conclusions or theories relevant to the present 
day. 
 
HPSS-S101-12 and 13  Aesthetic Challenges (PH)  Don Keefer 
The essence of philosophical thinking is the
activity of examining our fundamental 
ideas and
attitudes about important matters centered around
truth, goodness, and 
beauty.  It is the
"beautiful" that aesthetics or the philosophy of
art concerns itself.  
To philosophize about the
beautiful and its cultural expression in art is to
face a 
landscape of conflicting theories about the
nature and experience of beauty and art 
as well
what its role should be in our lives.  There has
never been a time when 
these issues have been
settled, but it feels like our time is the most
challenging.  
The practices of artistic modernism
in the visual, musical, literary, and 
performing
arts have been defined by their challenge to our
ideas about art and 
beauty.  Art has aspired to
the condition of philosophy!  This course invites
you 
into the debates that philosophers of art have
engaged with each other and artists, 
especially as
they focus these aesthetic challenges of the
avant-garde art of 
modernism and postmodernism.
The course involves focused discussion and 
writing
on the readings and engagement with particular
works in various media, 
historical and
contemporary.  



 
HPSS-S101-17   Introduction to Environmental Sociology  (SS) Damian White 
Over the last four decades concern for ‘the environment’, ‘ecology’ and ‘nature’ has 
generated enormous social movement mobilizations, legislative changes, the 
reorientation of scientific research programs, international treaties and arguably 
modest institutional transformations of contemporary societies in the affluent 
world and beyond. Yet what exactly is ‘nature’ and can it be ‘saved’? Why are there 
such deep-seated disputes about the scale and extent of environmental problems? 
How can issues of class, ‘race’, gender, sexuality, culture and imperialism intersect 
with environmental questions? What possibilities exist for developing more 
‘sustainable futures’? This course will introduce students to the contribution that 
sociology and related fields in the social sciences such as cultural studies and 
political ecology can make to un-packing the environmental debate. We will attempt 
to come to grips with the social, historical, political, cultural and ecological 
dimensions of the environmental debate and through this discussion, students will 
be introduced to the basic academic skills that are common to the liberal arts: 
notably writing, summarizing, citation, argumentation, research, and analysis. 
 
HPSS-S101-18   Introduction to Global Studies   (SS)   John Lauermann 
In the contemporary world, we are all global: our economies, environments, and 
daily lives are intimately interconnected with others around the globe. As such, a 
global understanding of other places and their interconnectedness is increasingly 
necessary to succeed as a citizen, consumer, and artist. This course introduces 
students to interdisciplinary social science perspectives on global connections, 
processes, and change. While our everyday lives are globalized in myriad ways, 
social scientists often analyze that interconnectedness through places, things, ideas, 
and events. In this course we will explore prominent views in established social 
science disciplines (like economics, geography, and sociology), as well as emerging 
interdisciplinary fields (like global and urban studies). In doing so, the course asks 
students to explore these social science frameworks, interpret contemporary global 
trends and issues, and evaluate the implications for their own professional 
objectives and practices. The course material includes short lectures and class 
discussions; primary and secondary source texts; and research and applied 
assignments. Course evaluation is designed to help students develop skills for (1) 
thinking critically and holistically about global connections, processes, and change; 
(2) engaging with social science insights to interpret places, materials, ideas, and 
events; and (3) communicating with a range of audiences through written and other 
multi-media formats. 
 
HPSS-S101- 20  Themes in Philosophy      (PH)  James Yess 
This is an invitation for students to discuss,
think, and write about recurrent 
themes in
philosophy.  The approach will be to assist
students in formulating their 
own positions on
such topics as:  human nature, free will, personal
identity, the 
mind-body problem, ethics, the
meaning of life, knowledge and truth.  
The
contributions of historically important
philosophers will be used as 



background
information in order to broaden the context from
which each 
student's own perspective can be
developed. 
 
 
HPSS-S101-21  Great Ideas of Western Philosophy   (PH)   Barbara Von Eckardt 
This course will examine some of the most important ideas put forth by 
philosophers from the time of the Greeks to the present, including views on what 
constitutes a good action or life (ethics), what “really” exists (ontology), and how we 
know what we know (epistemology). Thinkers to be studied include Plato, Aristotle, 
Descartes, Hume, Kant, Mill, and others. We’ll also spend some time looking at what 
scholars and scientists think about these ideas today. Students will have the 
opportunity to work on their reading, writing, and argument analysis skills. 
 
HPSS-S101-22   The Wonder that was India (HX)  Scott Cook 
India. The seat of an ancient civilization whose linguistic code remains unbroken. 
The abode of Aryans and Dravidians alike, of Brahminism and Hinduism. A place 
that seduced Alexander the Great and the warrior descendants of Genghis Khan. The 
birthplace of the historical Buddha and of Buddhism. Ruled by fabled Mauryans, 
industrious Guptas, chivalrous Rajputs, and illustrious Mughals. Today it is the 
second most populous country in the world, a major player in the digital age, and 
the largest democracy, but it was always richly peopled and governed in its daily life 
by the dictates of varna and jati (caste) which remains the oldest continuous system 
of social organization on earth. Lectures and discussion as well as quizzes and short 
papers will help us explore the pre-modern history of a resilient, influential, and 
complex civilization.   
 
HPSS-S101-23  Existentialism: Will to Create (PH)         James Yess 
Individual freedom, self-creation, the denial of
absolute truth and value, the 
objective absurdity
of life are themes that will frame class
discussions.  Students 
and instructor will explore
this revolutionary philosophical movement 
through
the ideas of such philosophers as Sartre,
DeBeauvoir, Camus, Kafka, 
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche,
Heidegger and Buber.  An action project will be
required. 


