
HPSS-S101 Descriptions 2016 Spring 
 
S101-01     Maura Pavalow     Race, Space, and Gender 
Race and gender are social phenomena that affect everyday life, including 
understandings of self, daily interactions, and navigation of public and institutional 
spaces. This introductory course explores the relationships between race, space, and 
gender (largely based on a U.S. context) and demonstrates how a geographical 
perspective can deepen students' perspectives on these topics. In the first few 
weeks, we will define race and gender, learn how place and space are produced, and 
develop communication skills to learn how to respectfully talk about race, racism, 
gender, sexism, and transphobia. Once equipped with these skills, we will 
chronologically explore constructions of race, space, and gender in the past, present 
and future. The course will end with students' utilizing their creativity to imagine 
what the future might look like if devoid of racism, sexism, and transphobia.  
 
 
 
 
S101-02     Claudia Ford     Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies 
In this course we will explore the interdisciplinary subject of women’s and gender 
studies and evaluate critical questions about the meaning of gender in society and 
daily life. The primary goal of this course is to familiarize students with key issues, 
questions, and debates in women’s and gender studies scholarship, both historical 
and contemporary. We will analyze and discuss gender as a contextual and 
intersectional concept that lies at the crossroads of race, class, ethnicity, sexuality, 
citizenship, age, size, and ability. Lectures and readings deal with the sex/gender 
distinction, masculinity and femininity, social and medical constructions of gender, 
body politics, and gender and visual/popular culture. This course will provide a 
broad knowledge base for those interested in taking upper level gender and 
women’s studies classes. 
 
 
 
S101-03    Oscar Sosa Lopez    The City: Introduction to Urban Studies   
This course is a multi-disciplinary introduction to the field of urban studies and 
provides theoretical and analytical foundations for engaging in the study of cities in 
a global context. The theoretical and methodological material used in this course 
comes from the core of the social sciences (sociology, anthropology, economics, 
human geography), but the course also intersects at various points with a diversity 
of other fields such as architecture, history, philosophy, literature and media 
studies. The readings and discussions will be situated in a variety of urban realities 
across the globe and will engage theories and empirical accounts from Europe and 
North America as much as from the Global South. 
 
 
S101-04    Andrew Savchenko    Economy and Society 



We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial 
components of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. We 
will also study social aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social 
inequality, related but not identical to unequal distribution of resources, will be 
studied both in the context of social class and cross-national comparisons. The latter 
will try to answer the riddle of globalization: why the increasing volume of 
international trade in all factors of production (commodities, capital, and labor) 
makes some countries rich while others remain poor. History of social and 
economic development will be an essential aspect of the course. 
 
Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically the 
emergence of corporate structures, such as auction houses, and the use of branding 
as the main tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace will be 
discussed within the conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural value, 
symbol, agency and structure. Students are expected to participate in discussion and 
write four short take-home assignments. There will be a final exam. 
 
 
S101-05   James Yess      Existentialism: The Will to Create 
Individual freedom, self-creation, the denial of absolute truth and value, the 
objective absurdity of life are themes that will frame class discussions.  Students and 
instructor will explore this revolutionary philosophical movement through the ideas 
of such philosophers as Sartre, DeBeauvoir, Camus, Kafka, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, 
Heidegger and Buber.  An action project will be required. 
 
 
 
S101-06   Lindsay French       Introduction to Social & Cultural Anthropology 
What IS anthropology?  What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how do 
they conduct their research, and how do they present their findings to us?  This 
course introduces students to social and cultural anthropology by looking at what 
anthropologists do, and how they communicate what they learn through both 
ethnographic writing and film.  The goal is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking 
about human social and cultural difference, and a range of analytic techniques that 
anthropologists use for making sense of these differences.  Readings are chosen to 
represent geographic and cultural diversity, as well as a range of analytic 
approaches.  We will read texts closely, think about representation in film as well as 
in writing, and do a bit of ethnographic research ourselves. 
 
 
S101-07   Lindsay French       Introduction to Social & Cultural Anthropology 
What IS anthropology?  What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how do 
they conduct their research, and how do they present their findings to us?  This 
course introduces students to social and cultural anthropology by looking at what 
anthropologists do, and how they communicate what they learn through both 
ethnographic writing and film.  The goal is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking 



about human social and cultural difference, and a range of analytic techniques that 
anthropologists use for making sense of these differences.  Readings are chosen to 
represent geographic and cultural diversity, as well as a range of analytic 
approaches.  We will read texts closely, think about representation in film as well as 
in writing, and do a bit of ethnographic research ourselves. 
 
 
 
S101-08   James Yess      Existentialism: The Will to Create 
Individual freedom, self-creation, the denial of absolute truth and value, the 
objective absurdity of life are themes that will frame class discussions.  Students and 
instructor will explore this revolutionary philosophical movement through
the 
ideas of such philosophers as Sartre, DeBeauvoir, Camus, Kafka, Kierkegaard, 
Nietzsche, Heidegger and Buber.  An action project will be required. 
 
 
 
S101-09   Claudia Ford     Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies 
In this course we will explore the interdisciplinary subject of women’s and gender 
studies and evaluate critical questions about the meaning of gender in society and 
daily life. The primary goal of this course is to familiarize students with key issues, 
questions, and debates in women’s and gender studies scholarship, both historical 
and contemporary. We will analyze and discuss gender as a contextual and 
intersectional concept that lies at the crossroads of race, class, ethnicity, sexuality, 
citizenship, age, size, and ability. Lectures and readings deal with the sex/gender 
distinction, masculinity and femininity, social and medical constructions of gender, 
body politics, and gender and visual/popular culture. This course will provide a 
broad knowledge base for those interested in taking upper level gender and 
women’s studies classes. 
 
 
 
 
S101-10   David Fitzsimons     The Cold War 
The Cold War shaped the contours of international relations for over four decades 
following the Second World War.  This collision between the "Capitalist West" and 
the "Communist East" came close to igniting thermonuclear catastrophe, killed 
millions of people through proxy wars in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and 
generated many of the most dangerous international conflicts of the present day.  
Through the close examination of key primary and secondary textual sources, short 
yet frequent writing assignments, and occasional lectures and videos, students will 
learn to think, speak, and write critically about debates among historians over the 
geopolitical, domestic, economic, and ideological factors that drove this global 
confrontation. 
 
 



 
 
S101-11   David Fitzsimons     The Cold War 
The Cold War shaped the contours of international relations for over four decades 
following the Second World War.  This collision between the "Capitalist West" and 
the "Communist East" came close to igniting thermonuclear catastrophe, killed 
millions of people through proxy wars in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and 
generated many of the most dangerous international conflicts of the present day.  
Through the close examination of key primary and secondary textual sources, short 
yet frequent writing assignments, and occasional lectures and videos, students will 
learn to think, speak, and write critically about debates among historians over the 
geopolitical, domestic, economic, and ideological factors that drove this global 
confrontation. 
 
 
 
 
S101-12   Jennifer Prewitt-Freilino     Stereotypes and Prejudice 
In this course, we will explore social psychological research on stereotypes and 
prejudice.  We will begin by defining what these concepts are and why these 
processes exist, and then address the social and cognitive mechanisms associated 
with stereotypes and prejudice.  Our focus will be quite broad and focus on 
stereotypes and prejudice directed at people not only on the basis of race and 
gender, but also qualities such as age, religion, physical ability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, physical appearance (e.g., weight, height, hair color).  We will 
address questions, such as: When are we more or less likely to stereotype?  Where 
do our stereotyped beliefs come from? Are stereotypes and prejudice automatic 
processes or can we avoid them if we try? Are we all prejudiced to some 
degree?  Can we have prejudices for which we are not consciously aware?  How do 
our stereotypes and prejudices affect our overt behavior?  In addition to these 
questions, we will explore the experiences of the stereotyped, especially those who 
are members of widely socially stigmatized groups, and also discuss discrimination 
at both an interpersonal and institutional level.  
 
 
S101-13   Marie Cieri     Introduction to Globalization 
Globalization is the term we use for the increasing interconnectedness of different 
parts of the world through common processes of economic, environmental, political 
and cultural change. It is, in some form, a fact of life for all the world’s populations in 
the 21st century, but do most of us recognize its many facets as well as the historical 
factors that have led to its pervasiveness in our contemporary world? Using a 
geographical perspective, we will go beyond globalization’s more obvious 
manifestations, such as the vast reach of the Internet and the place of foreign 
cuisines in everyday lifestyles, to investigate its role in many significant challenges 
facing the world today, from natural resource/species depletion and climate change 
to armed conflicts, terrorism, migrations, persistent poverty and disease.  As we do 



this, we will see how the global is, in fact, still linked to the local and how 
globalization has been a major factor in the production of  “unevenness” in general 
well-being around the world. 
 
 
 
S101-14   Stephen Ott     Introduction to Philosophy 
Philosophers have been compared to spectators at Olympic games, not motivated by 
profit, like vendors, or by ambition, like competitors, but by wonder. What can I 
know, and how do I know I know? What does the universe contain? Does God exist? 
Is there free will? How should I live my life? Have I obligations to strangers, to the 
unborn, to animals, to the environment? What gives the state authority? What is art? 
Arguments provoked by philosophers’ wonder and contemporary philosophers’ 
reflections on their predecessors will be explored through readings, discussions, 
and lectures, and reviewed in exams and writing assignments.  
 
 
S101-15   Andrew Savchenko    Economy and Society 
We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial 
components of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. We 
will also study social aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social 
inequality, related but not identical to unequal distribution of resources, will be 
studied both in the context of social class and cross-national comparisons. The latter 
will try to answer the riddle of globalization: why the increasing volume of 
international trade in all factors of production (commodities, capital, and labor) 
makes some countries rich while others remain poor. History of social and 
economic development will be an essential aspect of the course. 
 
Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically the 
emergence of corporate structures, such as auction houses, and the use of branding 
as the main tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace will be 
discussed within the conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural value, 
symbol, agency and structure. Students are expected to participate in discussion and 
write four short take-home assignments. There will be a final exam. 
 
 
 
S101-16   Andrew Robarts     Islam and the Islamic World 
Designed to introduce students to Islam and Islamic civilization, this course surveys 
the development and articulation of an Islamic World in the medieval, early-modern 
and modern periods.  It starts with readings and an exploration of the Holy Koran 
and a discussion of Sharia (Islamic Law).  From here, the course charts the spread of 
Islam out of the Middle East and the establishment of Islamic states, societies, and 
communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North America.  The Muslim 
pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca and Medina and its role in generating and sustaining 
Islamic civilization is addressed.  This course is built around a reading and analysis 



of primary works by important Muslim scholars, ideologues, and activists drawn 
from the 1,600-year history of Islam. 
 
 
S101-17   John Lauermann     Political Economy of Globalization 
In the contemporary world we are all ‘global’: global connections with other 
places influence our consumption, our work, and our identities and politics. 
This course introduces students to social science perspectives on global 
consumption and global production. The course focuses on the political 
economy of globalization: the politics of the global economy, and the 
implications of globalization for development at local, national, and 
international scales. We will explore contemporary debates over topics like 
global supply chains, (un)ethical consumption, industrial and urban 
development, and global environmental change. Students are asked to 
explore social science scholarship, interpret contemporary global trends and 
issues, and evaluate the implications for their own creative and professional 
practice. 
 
 
S101-18   John Lauermann     Political Economy of Globalization 
In the contemporary world we are all ‘global’: global connections with other 
places influence our consumption, our work, and our identities and politics. 
This course introduces students to social science perspectives on global 
consumption and global production. The course focuses on the political 
economy of globalization: the politics of the global economy, and the 
implications of globalization for development at local, national, and 
international scales. We will explore contemporary debates over topics like 
global supply chains, (un)ethical consumption, industrial and urban 
development, and global environmental change. Students are asked to 
explore social science scholarship, interpret contemporary global trends and 
issues, and evaluate the implications for their own creative and professional 
practice. 
 
 
S101-19   Andrew Robarts     Islam and the Islamic World 
Designed to introduce students to Islam and Islamic civilization, this course surveys 
the development and articulation of an Islamic World in the medieval, early-modern 
and modern periods.  It starts with readings and an exploration of the Holy Koran 
and a discussion of Sharia (Islamic Law).  From here, the course charts the spread of 
Islam out of the Middle East and the establishment of Islamic states, societies, and 
communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North America.  The Muslim 
pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca and Medina and its role in generating and sustaining 
Islamic civilization is addressed.  This course is built around a reading and analysis 



of primary works by important Muslim scholars, ideologues, and activists drawn 
from the 1,600-year history of Islam. 
 
 
 
 
S101-20   Andrew Savchenko    Economy and Society 
We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial 
components of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. We 
will also study social aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social 
inequality, related but not identical to unequal distribution of resources, will be 
studied both in the context of social class and cross-national comparisons. The latter 
will try to answer the riddle of globalization: why the increasing volume of 
international trade in all factors of production (commodities, capital, and labor) 
makes some countries rich while others remain poor. History of social and 
economic development will be an essential aspect of the course. 
 
Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically the 
emergence of corporate structures, such as auction houses, and the use of branding 
as the main tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace will be 
discussed within the conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural value, 
symbol, agency and structure. Students are expected to participate in discussion and 
write four short take-home assignments. There will be a final exam. 
 
 
 
S101-21   Jennifer Horan   Introduction to Critical Theory     
This course surveys current issues and their debates in the fields of history, 
philosophy and the social sciences.  More specifically, it looks at changes effecting 
the globe today and their impact on various social systems (i.e. global processes, 
geography, environmental public policy, technological and scientific advancements, 
ethnicity, gender, sexuality, belief, self and society, health care, etc.).  Readings 
constellate around a selection of topics and therefore are inter-disciplinary and 
comparative.  Students learn methodologies of the social sciences for critical 
writing.  Classes are set up for discussion, debate, role-playing and other ways of 
handling texts. Through the interweaving of reading, writing and class participation, 
students further their understanding of the various social processes, the complex 
interactions between these, and the specific problems addressing the individual 
players.  Related topics to consider: the social responsibility of the artist today, 
individual and collective responses to social problems, ethical challenges, new 
theories of the human, cross-cultural approaches, etc.  
 
 
 
S101-22   Oscar Sosa Lopez     Introduction to Sociology 



This course provides an introduction to sociology—the systematic study of human 
society. It will teach students to think sociologically, that is, to consider critically the 
limits of agency (e.g., the power of individual action) and the role of structure in 
analyzing the social world. The materials will enable students to analyze and 
understand some of the basic components of our existence as social beings on this 
planet, and help them understand their own lives in relation to the voluntary and 
involuntary patterns of activities with which they are engaged. The goal is to 
“denaturalize”—to deconstruct and examine—those social rules that we collectively 
take for granted.  
 
 
 
S101-23   Jonathan Gentry     Revolutions, Capital, and War 
This course covers major themes in European history as a way of exploring the 
origins of modernity.  In the period from 1750 to 1939 Europe not only 
industrialized rapidly, but gave us our modern concepts of democratic politics, 
feminism, shopping malls, multinational corporations, terrorism, and 
genocide.  Students will not only read historical accounts, but memoirs and works of 
philosophy as a way of connecting everyday life with major revolutions in European 
history.    
 
 
S101-24   Jonathan Gentry     Revolutions, Capital, and War 
This course covers major themes in European history as a way of exploring the 
origins of modernity.  In the period from 1750 to 1939 Europe not only 
industrialized rapidly, but gave us our modern concepts of democratic politics, 
feminism, shopping malls, multinational corporations, terrorism, and 
genocide.  Students will not only read historical accounts, but memoirs and works of 
philosophy as a way of connecting everyday life with major revolutions in European 
history.    
 
 
S101-25   Gail Mohanty     History of American Technology 
This course surveys the history of American technology from the Colonial period to 
the present taking a thematic approach that emphasizes social, economic and 
cultural impacts of technological change on American society. Themes include but 
are not limited to: Inventors and Invention, Power, Transportation, Communication, 
Technology and Management, Technology in the Home, Technology and Art, and 
Technology and Time.  
   
 


