
SPRING 2017 HPSS-S101 Sections and Topics 
**Section 2 is for upperclassmen/transfer students. ** 

 
 
 
S101-01       Andrew Savchenko          Economy and Society 
MW  11:20-12:50 
We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial 
components of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. We will 
also study social aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social inequality, 
related but not identical to unequal distribution of resources, will be studied both in the 
context of social class and cross-national comparisons. The latter will try to answer the 
riddle of globalization: why the increasing volume of international trade in all factors of 
production (commodities, capital, and labor) makes some countries rich while 
others remain poor. History of social and economic development will be an essential aspect 
of the course. 
 
Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically the 
emergence of corporate structures, such as auction houses, and the use of branding as the 
main tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace will be discussed within 
the conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural value, symbol, agency and structure. 
Students are expected to participate in discussion and write four short take-home 
assignments. There will be a final exam. 
 
 
****UPPERCLASSMEN AND TRANSFER SECTION*** 
S101-02        Claudia Ford     Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies          
M 7:00-10:00    
The goal of this course is to explore the key issues, questions, and debates in women’s and 
gender studies scholarship, both historical and contemporary. This course offers an 
introduction to Women's and Gender Studies, an interdisciplinary academic field that 
explores critical questions about the meaning of gender in society. Gender scholarship 
critically analyzes themes of gendered performance and power in a range of social spheres, 
such as law, culture, education, work, medicine, social policy, and the family. In this course 
we will explore the interdisciplinary subject of women’s and gender studies and evaluate 
critical questions about the meaning of gender in society and daily life. We will analyze and 
discuss gender as a contextual and intersectional concept that lies at the crossroads of race, 
class, ethnicity, sexuality, citizenship, age, size, and ability. Lectures and readings deal with 
the sex/gender distinction, masculinity and femininity, social and medical constructions of 
gender, body politics, and gender and visual/popular culture. This course will provide a 
broad knowledge base for those interested in taking upper level gender and women’s 
studies classes. 
 
 
S101-03        Edward Dwyer           Introduction to Archaeology                       
TuTh  1:10-2:40 



An introduction to field methods of survey and excavation, laboratory techniques of 
material culture analysis, and the interpretation of archaeological data for the purpose of 
reconstructing ancient events and cultural patterns.  Case studies from around the world 
will serve as examples of the archaeologist at work, with particular attention paid to 
anthropological archaeology as practiced in the New World culture areas of Mesoamerica 
and the Andes, to develop theories of the rise and fall of complex societies. 
 
 
S101-04        Andrew Savchenko                   Economy and Society                     
MTh  9:40-11:10 
We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial 
components of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. We will 
also study social aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social inequality, 
related but not identical to unequal distribution of resources, will be studied both in the 
context of social class and cross-national comparisons. The latter will try to answer the 
riddle of globalization: why the increasing volume of international trade in all factors of 
production (commodities, capital, and labor) makes some countries rich while 
others remain poor. History of social and economic development will be an essential aspect 
of the course. 
 
Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically the 
emergence of corporate structures, such as auction houses, and the use of branding as the 
main tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace will be discussed within 
the conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural value, symbol, agency and structure. 
Students are expected to participate in discussion and write four short take-home 
assignments. There will be a final exam. 
 
 
S101-05        Gail Mohanty           American Labor History                                    
TuTh  8:00-9:30 
This reading, writing, lecture and discussion format class examines the development of a 
working class cultures in North American/the United States from the colonial period 
through to the present. The course examines the experiences of the diverse cultures and 
ideologies of working people from the late 16th century onward.  The various labor systems 
that arose during this time period include indentured servitude, slaves, artisanal and 
handicraft production as well as the development of labor organizations and national and 
international trade unions, labor parties and benevolent organizations.    Issues of race, 
gender and ethnicity are discussed within the context of work and culture throughout the 
semester.  Learning goals include not only tracing the history  described above but gaining 
an appreciation for the role of labor in shaping American society, the significance of the 
Union movement in labor legislation and the relevancy of the study of labor history to work 
today. 
 
 
S101-06     Lindsay French    Introduction to Social & Cultural Anthropology: Ethnography  
MW 11:20-12:50 



What IS anthropology?  What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how is 
anthropological research conducted, and how are anthropological understandings 
communicated?  This course introduces students to the discipline of social and cultural 
anthropology by looking at the kind of work anthropologists do, the way we go about it, 
and how we communicate what we learn through our research in both ethnographic 
writing and film.  The goal of the course is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about 
human social and cultural differences, and a range of analytic techniques that 
anthropologists use for making sense of these differences. 
S101-07     Lindsay French     Introduction to Social & Cultural Anthropology: Ethnography 
MTh  1:10-2:40 
What IS anthropology?  What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how is 
anthropological research conducted, and how are anthropological understandings 
communicated?  This course introduces students to the discipline of social and cultural 
anthropology by looking at the kind of work anthropologists do, the way we go about it, 
and how we communicate what we learn through our research in both ethnographic 
writing and film.  The goal of the course is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about 
human social and cultural differences, and a range of analytic techniques that 
anthropologists use for making sense of these differences. 
 
 
S101-08        James Yess          Existentialism 
TuF  2:50-4:20 
This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically.  Samples of classic 
philosophical writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal identity, 
subjective value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human existence will be the 
launching pads for students’ oral and written analysis.  Philosophical and literary texts in 
addition to class discussions will be used to encourage close scrutiny of underlying 
assumptions, logical progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By noting the 
strengths and weaknesses in the arguments of others and practicing the skill of 
philosophical argumentation, students will be better able to navigate through the tickets of 
challenges arising from everyday living as persons of careful thought and considered 
action. 
 
 
S101-09        James Yess         Existentialism 
WF  1:10-2:40 
This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically.  Samples of classic 
philosophical writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal identity, 
subjective value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human existence will be the 
launching pads for students’ oral and written analysis.  Philosophical and literary texts in 
addition to class discussions will be used to encourage close scrutiny of underlying 
assumptions, logical progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By noting the 
strengths and weaknesses in the arguments of others and practicing the skill of 
philosophical argumentation, students will be better able to navigate through the tickets of 
challenges arising from everyday living as persons of careful thought and considered 
action. 
 



 
S101-10        David Fitzsimons         The US: Home and Abroad Since 1945 
TuF  2:50-4:20 
This introductory survey, which delivers a broad knowledge of the recent American past, is 
valuable not only for its own sake, but also because it prepares you for advanced study in 
history and the social sciences, supplies context and evidence for current debates, and 
provides perspective for thinking about your own future and that of the world around 
you.  Moreover, as an S101 course, you will develop advanced college essay writing skills 
through close examination of three topics in particular: the Cold War, Civil Rights and other 
domestic politics, and post Cold War international relations to the present day. 
 
 
S101-11        David Fitzsimons         The US: Home and Abroad Since 1945 
WF  1:10-2:40 
This introductory survey, which delivers a broad knowledge of the recent American past, is 
valuable not only for its own sake, but also because it prepares you for advanced study in 
history and the social sciences, supplies context and evidence for current debates, and 
provides perspective for thinking about your own future and that of the world around 
you.  Moreover, as an S101 course, you will develop advanced college essay writing skills 
through close examination of three topics in particular: the Cold War, Civil Rights and other 
domestic politics, and post Cold War international relations to the present day. 
 
 
S101-12        Alejandro Tirado        Beyond Salsa, Understanding Latinos 
TuF  2:50-4:20 
The word Latino represents a huge umbrella that covers a demographic group that is 
largely diverse, so diverse in fact, that many prefer to be called Hispanics. Latinos represent 
the largest minority in the US and though this group shares some history and cultural 
values, they have distinct differences that challenge labels. Through this course we will 
explore key questions about them. What’s their history? Who are and where do they live? 
How are they represented in the media? And how do they participate in the political 
process?   
 
 
S101-13       Jennifer Prewitt-Freilino        Psychology of Stereotypes and Prejudice 
WF  9:40-11:10 
In this course, we will explore stereotypes and prejudice at multiple levels, from a system 
wide understanding of oppression to both the interpersonal and inner psychological 
manifestations of prejudice. We will begin by defining what these concepts are and then 
exploring the impact of stigma and discrimination on target individuals and marginalized 
groups.  After grounding the problematic nature of these phenomena, we will then attempt 
to understand the social and cognitive mechanisms that promote animosity between 
groups and antipathy toward individual group members, as it is only with understanding 
what function that these mechanisms serve that we can attempt to change 
them.  Throughout the course, our focus will be quite broad and examine stereotypes and 
prejudice directed at people not only on the basis of race and sex, but also qualities such as 
age, religion, physical appearance, physical and mental ability, and sexual orientation.  In 



addition to gaining a better understanding of the psychological theory and empirical 
research on stereotypes and prejudice, this course is designed to encourage you to apply 
this understanding to real world experience.  It is my goal that every student in the course 
will leave with a greater sensitivity to the psychological mechanisms that promote 
stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination, as well as the knowledge, skills, and desire to 
initiate change and promote harmony in the world around them. 
 
 
S101-14        Stephen Ott         Introduction to Philosophy 
MTh  8:00-9:30 
Philosophers have been compared to spectators at Olympic games, not motivated by profit, 
like vendors, or by ambition, like competitors, but by wonder. What can I know, and how 
do I know I know? What does the universe contain? Does God exist? Is there free will? How 
should I live my life? Have I obligations to strangers, to the unborn, to animals, to the 
environment? What gives the state authority? What is art? Arguments provoked by 
philosophers’ wonder and contemporary philosophers’ reflections on their predecessors 
will be explored through readings, discussions, and lectures, and reviewed in exams and 
writing assignments.  
 
 
S101-15        Andrew Robarts       Islam and the Islamic World 
TuF  9:40-11:10 
Designed to introduce students to Islam and Islamic civilization, this course surveys the 
development and articulation of an Islamic World in the medieval, early-modern and 
modern periods.  It starts with readings and an exploration of the Holy Koran and a 
discussion of Sharia (Islamic Law).  From here, the course charts the spread of Islam out of 
the Middle East and the establishment of Islamic states, societies, and communities in 
Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North America.  The Muslim pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca 
and Medina and its role in generating and sustaining Islamic civilization is addressed.  This 
course is built around a reading and analysis of primary works by important Muslim 
scholars, ideologues, and activists drawn from the 1,600-year history of Islam. 
 
 
S101-16         Andrew Robarts        Islam and the Islamic World 
TuTh  1:10-2:40 
Designed to introduce students to Islam and Islamic civilization, this course surveys the 
development and articulation of an Islamic World in the medieval, early-modern and 
modern periods.  It starts with readings and an exploration of the Holy Koran and a 
discussion of Sharia (Islamic Law).  From here, the course charts the spread of Islam out of 
the Middle East and the establishment of Islamic states, societies, and communities in 
Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North America.  The Muslim pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca 
and Medina and its role in generating and sustaining Islamic civilization is addressed.  This 
course is built around a reading and analysis of primary works by important Muslim 
scholars, ideologues, and activists drawn from the 1,600-year history of Islam. 
 
 
S101-17         Alero Akporiaye         International Politics 



MW  11:20-12:50 
This course introduces students to the discipline of international politics, with emphasis on 
how to read, analyze, and write critically in the discipline. In scope, we explore interests, 
interactions, and institutions of international and domestic political actors with regard to 
security and conflict, transnational politics, globalization and development, and 
international political economy. Student learning is grounded in international relations 
theories that include feminism, green theory, realism, liberalism, and constructivism. 
Additionally, students are taught to ground their arguments using theory and supportive 
empirical evidence. 
 
 
S101-18        Alero Akporiaye        International Politics 
MTh  1:10-2:40 
This course introduces students to the discipline of international politics, with emphasis on 
how to read, analyze, and write critically in the discipline. In scope, we explore interests, 
interactions, and institutions of international and domestic political actors with regard to 
security and conflict, transnational politics, globalization and development, and 
international political economy. Student learning is grounded in international relations 
theories that include feminism, green theory, realism, liberalism, and constructivism. 
Additionally, students are taught to ground their arguments using theory and supportive 
empirical evidence. 
 
 
S101-19        Alejandro Tirado  Beyond Salsa, Understanding Latinos 
TuTh  4:40-6:10 
The word Latino represents a huge umbrella that covers a demographic group that is 
largely diverse, so diverse in fact, that many prefer to be called Hispanics. Latinos represent 
the largest minority in the US and though this group shares some history and cultural 
values, they have distinct differences that challenge labels. Through this course we will 
explore key questions about them. What’s their history? Who are and where do they live? 
How are they represented in the media? And how do they participate in the political 
process?   
 
 
S101-20         Donald Keefer       Quest for Wisdom 
TuF  2:50-4:20 
This introductory philosophy course focuses on various theories of what philosophers 
across time have written about how we ought to live and what is essential to meaning in 
life:  wisdom, happiness, and love.  This is not a buffet of life-style choices.  There are no 
easy answers to these questions.  Rather, we will read them critically so as to evaluate their 
validity using a number of critical frameworks.  
 
 
S101-21          Donald Keefer          Quest for Wisdom 
WF  1:10-2:40 
This introductory philosophy course focuses on various theories of what philosophers 
across time have written about how we ought to live and what is essential to meaning in 



life:  wisdom, happiness, and love.  This is not a buffet of life-style choices.  There are no 
easy answers to these questions.  Rather, we will read them critically so as to evaluate their 
validity using a number of critical frameworks.  
 
 
 
 
S101-22      Melissa Marcotte Psychology of Social Injustice  
TuTh  4:40-6:10 
In order to understand others, we must understand ourselves. That may sound easy 
enough, but our brains are evolutionarily tailored for self-protection through self-
deception. It is no wonder that conflict persists at both individual and group levels where 
both sides claim moral righteousness even after committing abhorrent acts of physical and 
psychological aggression towards one another. Using a myriad of lenses, such as 
established psychological theory, neuroscience, and Buddhist philosophy, we will explore: 
(1) how we as humans develop our sense of self versus other on an individual and group 
level, (2) how normal cognitive biases of self-protection and self-deception lead to 
interpersonal and intergroup conflict, (3) how socialized cultural values and norms assist 
in maintaining the status quo of injustice in considerably just societies,  and (4) what we 
can do to counteract these follies as individuals to facilitate peace inside ourselves and in 
the world. Using personal examples, contemporary literature, and current events, such as 
the Black Lives Matter movement, religious extremism, and the idea of “American 
Exceptionalism,” we will contextualize these phenomena in a way that make the class 
material and discussions relevant, personal, and practical. 
 
 
S101-23   Namita Dharia   Introduction to Material Studies: Exploring S, M, L, XL Objects 
MW  11:20-12:50 
From the forks and spoons we hold in our hands, to the machines that heal us, from the 
buildings and homes we live in, to the cables and servers that support our digital selves: 
objects small, medium, and large surround and support our lives. This course studies the 
role of objects from historic to contemporary times. It explores how things govern, shape, 
and undergird our social worlds and looks at the relationship between human beings and 
objects. We will discuss small acts of gift giving, medium sized industrial objects, and 
explore large and extra-large scales through technologies, networks, and manmade cities 
and landscapes. The course serves as an introductory course to thing theory and 
anthropology.   
 
 
S101-24   Namita Dharia   Introduction to Material Studies: Exploring S, M, L, XL Objects 
MTh  1:10-2:40 
From the forks and spoons we hold in our hands, to the machines that heal us, from the 
buildings and homes we live in, to the cables and servers that support our digital selves: 
objects small, medium, and large surround and support our lives. This course studies the 
role of objects from historic to contemporary times. It explores how things govern, shape, 
and undergird our social worlds and looks at the relationship between human beings and 
objects. We will discuss small acts of gift giving, medium sized industrial objects, and 



explore large and extra-large scales through technologies, networks, and manmade cities 
and landscapes. The course serves as an introductory course to thing theory and 
anthropology. 
 


