
HPSS-S101 Topics 
SPRING 2014 Course Descriptions 

 
HPSS-S101-01 – Contemporary Moral Issues     
 Yuriko Saito 
In this philosophy course, we will address controversial issues surrounding the notions of 
equality and freedom in American society today, considering different positions regarding 
abortion, freedom of speech and expression, economic justice, gay marriage and other 
issues, in order to develop our understanding of what equality and freedom really entail.  
By analyzing philosophers' writings, as well as some U. S. Supreme Court decisions, on 
these topics, we will work on developing critical reading and philosophical thinking skills.  
We will also learn how to engage in philosophical discussions and how to construct sound 
arguments through class discussion and frequent writing assignments.   
T/TH  1:10 p.m. - 2:40 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-02– Contemporary Moral Issues      
 Yuriko Saito 
In this philosophy course, we will address controversial issues surrounding the notions of 
equality and freedom in American society today, considering different positions regarding 
abortion, freedom of speech and expression, economic justice, gay marriage, and other 
issues, in order to develop our understanding of what equality and freedom really entail.  
By analyzing philosophers' writings, as well as some U. S. Supreme Court decisions, on 
these topics, we will work on developing critical reading and philosophical thinking skills.  
We will also learn how to engage in philosophical discussions and how to construct sound 
arguments through class discussion and frequent writing assignments.   
W/F  1:10 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.  
 
HPSS-S101-03 – Understanding Folklore and Folklife    Jane 
Szurek 
This course examines the dynamics of folklore and folklife, considering the ways in which 
individuals, families, and communities express themselves, their beliefs and their values, 
tales and sayings, social customs, rights of passage, festivals, urban legends, dance, music 
and art. Emphasis is placed on the uses to which folklore is put, especially by nation states, 
and on the ways in which folklore is actively produced. Demonstrating that we actively 
produce our own folklore, each student is responsible for research into a specific aspect or 
category of family or community folklife.  This project will take the form of a written paper. 
T/TH  1:10 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-04 – Economy and Society                        
Andrew Savchenko 
We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial 
components of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. We will 
also study social aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social inequality, 
related but not identical to unequal distribution of resources, will be studied both in the 
context of social class and cross-national comparisons. The latter will try to answer the 
riddle of globalization: why the increasing volume of international trade in all factors of 



production (commodities, capital, and labor) makes some countries rich while others 
remain poor. History of social and economic development will be an essential aspect of the 
course. Students are expected to participate in discussion and write one term paper. There 
will be a final exam. 
M/TH  2:50 p.m. – 4:20 p.m.  
 
HPSS-S101-05– Existentialism: The Will to Create     
 James Yess 
Individual freedom, self-creation, the denial of absolute truth and value, the objective 
absurdity of life are themes that will frame class discussions.  Students and instructor will 
explore this revolutionary philosophical movement through the ideas of such philosophers 
as Sartre, DeBeauvoir, Camus, Kafka, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger and Buber.  An 
action project will be required. 
W/F  1:10 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.            
 
HPSS-S101-06 – Introduction to Social & Cultural Anthropology   
 Lindsay French 
What IS anthropology?  What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how do they 
conduct their research, and how do they present their findings to us?  This course 
introduces students to social and cultural anthropology by looking at what anthropologists 
do, and how they communicate what they learn through both ethnographic writing and 
film.  The goal is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about human social and cultural 
difference, and a range of analytic techniques that anthropologists use for making sense of 
these differences.  Readings are chosen to represent geographic and cultural diversity, as 
well as a range of analytic approaches.  We will read texts closely, think about 
representation in film as well as in writing, and do a bit of ethnographic research ourselves. 
W/F  1:10 p.m. -  2:40 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-07 – Introduction to Social & Cultural Anthropology    
 Lindsay French 
What IS anthropology?  What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how do they 
conduct their research, and how do they present their findings to us?  This course 
introduces students to social and cultural anthropology by looking at what anthropologists 
do, and how they communicate what they learn through both ethnographic writing and 
film.  The goal is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about human social and cultural 
difference, and a range of analytic techniques that anthropologists use for making sense of 
these differences.  Readings are chosen to represent geographic and cultural diversity, as 
well as a range of analytic approaches.  We will read texts closely, think about 
representation in film as well as in writing, and do a bit of ethnographic research ourselves. 
T/F  2:50 p.m. -  4:20 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-08 – Science and Religion       
 Jeff Poland 
In this course we will examine relationships between science and religion. Topics will 
include: what is science? what is religion? are science and religion necessarily in conflict 
with each other, or are they best viewed as independent or perhaps mutually sustaining 



and complementary institutions? what is the importance of developments in modern 
science (e.g., cosmology, particle physics, evolutionary theory) for religious beliefs about 
deities, human nature, and the place of humans in the world?, is religion necessary for 
morality? can science explain religious belief  and moral judgment? how are tensions 
between science and religion manifested in contemporary cultural debates (e.g., science 
education, sex education, stem cell research)? what are the prospects for resolving current 
tensions between worldviews based on science and worldviews based on religious belief? 
M/W  1:10 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.  
 
HPSS-S101-09 – Principles of Archaeology                  
Ned Dwyer 
An introduction to field methods of survey and excavation, laboratory techniques of 
material culture analysis, and the interpretation of archaeological data for the purpose of 
reconstructing ancient events and cultural patterns.  Case studies from around the world 
will serve as examples of the archaeologist at work, with particular attention paid to 
anthropological archaeology as practiced in the New World culture areas of Mesoamerica 
and the Andes, to develop theories of the rise and fall of complex societies. 
M/W  1:10 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-10 – The Cold War                                                                                                   
David Fitzsimons 
The Cold War shaped the contours of international relations for over four decades 
following the Second World War.  This collision between the "Capitalist West" and the 
"Communist East" came close to igniting thermonuclear catastrophe, killed millions of 
people through proxy wars in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and generated many of the 
most dangerous international conflicts of the present day.  Through the close examination 
of key primary and secondary textual sources, short yet frequent writing assignments, and 
occasional lectures and videos, students will learn to think, speak, and write critically about 
debates among historians over the geopolitical, domestic, economic, and ideological factors 
that drove this global confrontation. 
M/TH  2:50 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-11 – The Cold War        David 
Fitzsimons 
The Cold War shaped the contours of international relations for over four decades 
following the Second World War.  This collision between the "Capitalist West" and the 
"Communist East" came close to igniting thermonuclear catastrophe, killed millions of 
people through proxy wars in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and generated many of the 
most dangerous international conflicts of the present day.  Through the close examination 
of key primary and secondary textual sources, short yet frequent writing assignments, and 
occasional lectures and videos, students will learn to think, speak, and write critically about 
debates among historians over the geopolitical, domestic, economic, and ideological factors 
that drove this global confrontation. 
T/TH  1:10 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.     
 



HPSS-S101-12 – Introduction to Philosophy                     
Don Keefer 
In our daily life we assume many things to be so obvious that we seldom reflect upon, let 
alone question, their validity. For example, we take for granted the continuation of self, the 
existence of the material world, the moral rightness (or wrongs) of certain acts, etc. Once 
we start wondering at the obvious, however, familiar things become strange, on the one 
handshaking the foundation of our comfortable life, while, on the other hand, inviting us to 
participate in an adventure/exploration called philosophizing. Such has been the 
experience of numerous thinkers from different ages and cultures. In this course, we shall 
join them in their philosophical journeys. Specifically, we will study and evaluate the 
various questions and answers different thinkers have offered as well as critically examine 
our own beliefs and assumptions in light of the alternative viewpoints offered by them. 
T/F  2:50 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-13 – Gender & Patriarchy in Early Modern England and Colonial America 
 Rebecca More  
This course examines the question of why the ideal society in early modern England and 
Colonial America (c. 1500-1800) was patriarchal. The experiences of women and men 
during this period demonstrate how gender was an expression of social values.  The course 
will focus on several aspects of men's and women's lives, including education, medicine and 
career opportunities. Students will use primary sources, including diaries and artifacts of 
material culture from the collections of the RISD Museum, to consider why patriarchy 
persisted well into the twentieth century. 
T/TH   1:10 p.m.  – 2:40 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-14  Introduction to Global Studies       
 John Lauermann 
In the contemporary world, we are all global: our economies, environments, and daily lives 
are intimately interconnected with others around the globe. As such, a global 
understanding of other places and their interconnectedness is increasingly necessary to 
succeed as a citizen, consumer, and artist. This course introduces students to 
interdisciplinary social science perspectives on global connections, processes, and change. 
While our everyday lives are globalized in myriad ways, social scientists often analyze that 
interconnectedness through places, things, ideas, and events. In this course we will explore 
prominent views in established social science disciplines (like economics, geography, and 
sociology), as well as emerging interdisciplinary fields (like global and urban studies). In 
doing so, the course asks students to explore thesesocial science frameworks, interpret 
contemporary global trends and issues, and evaluate the implications for their own 
professional objectives and practices. The course material includes short lectures and class 
discussions; primary and secondary source texts; and research and applied assignments. 
Course evaluation is designed to help students develop skills for (1) thinking critically and 
holistically about global connections, processes, and change; (2) engaging with social 
science insights to interpret places, materials, ideas, and events; and (3) communicating 
with a range of audiences through written and other multi-media formats. 
T/F  2:50 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. 
 



HPSS-S101-15 – Principles of Archaeology                    
Ned Dwyer 
An introduction to field methods of survey and excavation, laboratory techniques of 
material culture analysis, and the interpretation of archaeological data for the purpose of 
reconstructing ancient events and cultural patterns.  Case studies from around the world 
will serve as examples of the archaeologist at work, with particular attention paid to 
anthropological archaeology as practiced in the New World culture areas of Mesoamerica 
and the Andes, to develop theories of the rise and fall of complex societies. 
M/TH  2:50 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. 

 
HPSS-S101-17 – Doing Philosophy      
 Stephen Ott 
Philosophers have been compared to spectators at Olympic games, not motivated by profit, 
like vendors, or by ambition, like competitors, but by wonder. What can I know, and how 
do I know I know? What does the universe contain? Does God exist? Is there free will? How 
should I live my life? Have I obligations to strangers, to the unborn, to animals, to the 
environment? What gives the state authority? What is art? Arguments provoked by 
philosophers’ wonder and contemporary philosophers’ reflections on their predecessors 
will be explored through readings, discussions, and lectures, and reviewed in exams and 
writing assignments. 
T/TH  8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-18 – Introduction to Global Studies     
 John Lauermann 
In the contemporary world, we are all global: our economies, environments, and daily lives 
are intimately interconnected with others around the globe. As such, a global 
understanding of other places and their interconnectedness is increasingly necessary to 
succeed as a citizen, consumer, and artist. This course introduces students to 
interdisciplinary social science perspectives on global connections, processes, and change. 
While our everyday lives are globalized in myriad ways, social scientists often analyze that 
interconnectedness through places, things, ideas, and events. In this course we will explore 
prominent views in established social science disciplines (like economics, geography, and 
sociology), as well as emerging interdisciplinary fields (like global and urban studies). In 
doing so, the course asks students to explore these social science frameworks, interpret 
contemporary global trends and issues, and evaluate the implications for their own 
professional objectives and practices. The course material includes short lectures and class 
discussions; primary and secondary source texts; and research and applied assignments. 
Course evaluation is designed to help students develop skills for (1) thinking critically and 
holistically about global connections, processes, and change; (2) engaging with social 
science insights to interpret places, materials, ideas, and events; and (3) communicating 
with a range of audiences through written and other multi-media formats. 
W/F  1:10 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-19 - Personality of Psychology                
Jennifer Prewitt-Freilino 



Whereas many areas of psychology attempt to explain how all people will act the same in a 
given situation, or how pre-existing groups differ from each other, personality psychology 
attempts to address what makes people unique and different from others.  This course is 
intended as a general introduction to theories of personality psychology.  The class will 
expose you to a wide variety of theories and will require you to apply the concepts learned 
to understanding why people develop certain characteristic traits and behavior. By the end 
of the course you will be able to answer questions like: What is personality? What are the 
major theories of personality and how do psychologists study human thought and behavior 
patterns? In what ways do individuals differ in terms of personality characteristics and 
how are these characteristics related to human behavior?  Students will be encouraged to 
think critically about the various perspectives presented. 
M/W  1:10 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-20 – Great Ideas of Western Philosophy                                                                  
Barbara Von Eckardt 
This course will examine some of the most important ideas put forth by philosophers from 
the time of the Greeks to the present, including views on what constitutes a good action or 
life (ethics), what “really” exists (ontology), and how we know what we know 
(epistemology). Thinkers to be studied include Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Mill, 
and others. We’ll also spend some time looking at what scholars and scientists think about 
these ideas today. Students will have the opportunity to work on their reading, writing, and 
argument analysis skills. 
M/W  1:10 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. 

HPSS-S101-21  -  Great Ideas of Western Philosophy     
 Barbara Von Eckardt 
This course will examine some of the most important ideas put forth by philosophers from 
the time of the Greeks to the present, including views on what constitutes a good action or 
life (ethics), what “really” exists (ontology), and how we know what we know 
(epistemology). Thinkers to be studied include Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Mill, 
and others. We’ll also spend some time looking at what scholars and scientists think about 
these ideas today. Students will have the opportunity to work on their reading, writing, and 
argument analysis skills. 
M/TH  2:50 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-22  Introduction to Environmental Sociology    
 Damian White 
Over the last four decades concern for ‘the environment’, ‘ecology’ and ‘nature’ has 
generated enormous social movement mobilizations, legislative changes, the reorientation 
of scientific research programs, international treaties and arguably modest institutional 
transformations of contemporary societies in the affluent world and beyond. Yet what 
exactly is ‘nature’ and can it be ‘saved’? Why are there such deep-seated disputes about the 
scale and extent of environmental problems? How can issues of class, ‘race’, gender, 
sexuality, culture and imperialism intersect with environmental questions? What 
possibilities exist for developing more ‘sustainable futures’? This course will introduce 
students to the contribution that sociology and related fields in the social sciences such as 



cultural studies and political ecology can make to un-packing the environmental debate. 
We will attempt to come to grips with the social, historical, political, cultural and ecological 
dimensions of the environmental debate and through this discussion, students will be 
introduced to the basic academic skills that are common to the liberal arts: notably writing, 
summarizing, citation, argumentation, research, and analysis. 
T/F  2:50 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-23  Themes in Philosophy       
 James Yess 
This is an invitation for students to discuss, think, and write about recurrent themes in 
philosophy.  The approach will be to assist students in formulating their own positions on 
such topics as:  human nature, free will, personal identity, the mind-body problem, ethics, 
the meaning of life, knowledge and truth.  The contributions of historically important 
philosophers will be used as background information in order to broaden the context from 
which each student's own perspective can be developed. 
T/F  4:40 p.m. – 6:10 p.m. 
 
HPSS-S101-24  -  History of American Technology     
 Gail Mohanty 
This course surveys the history of American technology from the Colonial period to the 
present taking a thematic approach that emphasizes social, economic and cultural impacts 
of technological change on American society. Themes include but are not limited to: 
Inventors and Invention, Power, Transportation, Communication, Technology and 
Management, Technology in the Home, Technology and Art, and Technology and Time. 
Evaluation includes two short papers, a project resulting in an 8-page paper and in-class 
presentation, and two tests.          
M/TH  2:50 p.m. - 4:20 p.m. 
                


