
FALL 2019 HPSS-S101 Topic Descriptions 

 

 

*Fall S101s for transfer and upperclass sections: 

 

 

S101-01    Gail Mohanty     American Labor History                                    

TuTh 7-8:30pm  

This Course draws on broad themes and problems in American Labor History for its content. 

Over the course of the semester we will examine debates that engage labor historians and 

historians in general. This reading, writing, and discussion format class examines the 

development of a working class cultures in North American/the United States from the colonial 

period through to the present. The course examines the experiences of the diverse cultures and 

ideologies of working people from the late 16th century onward. The various labor systems that 

arose during this time period include indentured servitude, slaves, artisanal and handicraft 

production as well as the development of labor organizations and national and international 

trade unions, labor parties and benevolent organizations. Issues of race, gender and ethnicity 

are discussed within the context of work and culture throughout the semester. Learning goals 

include not only tracing the history described above but gaining an appreciation for the role of 

labor in shaping American society, the significance of the Union movement in labor legislation 

and the relevancy of the study of labor history to work today. Requirements include Attendance 

and participation in each class meeting, and writing three short papers including an opinion 

paper, a biography, and a brief research essay. In addition there are two opportunities for in-

class writing and peer review. 

 

 

S101-02     James Yess     Existentialism 

MW 7-8:30pm 

This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically. Samples of classic 

philosophical writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal identity, subjective 

value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human existence will be the launching pads for 

students’ oral and written analysis. Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class 

discussions will be used to encourage close scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical 

progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By noting the strengths and weaknesses in 

the arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical argumentation, students will be 

better able to navigate through the tickets of challenges arising from everyday living as persons 

of careful thought and considered action. 


