
Students in Tu/W/F studio are in Monday and Thursday Liberal Arts courses: 
Register for one section of S101  

*You will be placed into H102 along with your EFS studio  

 

Student Planning: https://ss.risd.edu/Student 

Please follow directions from the registrar’s office on how to register for your S101 section: 

https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/ 

 

THAD-H102 main lectures are on Tu & Th 5:15-6:15p in addition to the section. 

 

                

HPSS-S101 Monday/Thursday sections - Choose one THAD-H102* sections – for info only 

HPSS-
S101-02 

Akporiaye International Politics 9:40-11:10 
THAD-
H102-09 

Charest Th 1:10-4:20 

HPSS-
S101-03 

Dubois People, Parks and Public Space 11:20-12:50 
THAD-
H102-10 

Charest Th 2:50-4:20 

HPSS-
S101-15 

Richter Intro to Environmental Sociology 11:20-12:50 
THAD-
H102-16 

Carver Th 2:50-4:20 

HPSS-
S101-20 

Rustin-
Paschal 

Intro to American Studies 11:20-12:50 
THAD-
H102-23 

Pincus Th  1:10-2:40 

HPSS-
S101-23 

Yess Existentialism 8:00-9:30 
THAD-
H102-24 

Pincus Th 2:50-4:20 

HPSS-
S101-25 

Savchenko Economy and Society                     11:20-12:50     

                

You will have until Jan. 20th to register for your desired section of S101. 

After Jan. 20th, those not registered will be placed into a section. 

https://ss.risd.edu/Student
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/


HPSS-S101 Descriptions 

 

 
S101-02     Alero Akporiaye     International Politics 

MTh 9:40-11:10 

This course introduces students to critical analysis and writing in the social sciences. You will develop these skills through the study of 

international politics. Substantively, we explore interests, interactions, and institutions of international and domestic political actors 

with regard to security and conflict, international political economy, and transnational politics. 

 

 

S101-03    Bryce Dubois     People, Parks and Public Space 

MTh 11:20-12:50 

In this course we will investigate public parks as contested cultural and ecological spaces. Public space is deemed to be a crucial 

aspect of democracy and parks specifically receive attention for their ecosystem services. However, others theorize an ‘end of public 

space,’ contending that capitalism (neoliberalization) tends towards abstract space and the closure of truly public space. How do the 

ideas about the neoliberalization of public space relate to those about green space? We will investigate this contention and others 

made about public space through an interdisciplinary lens. This will include reading works from geography, urban ecology, 

anthropology, and environmental psychology. As an S101 course we will pay close attention to the writer’s disciplinary perspective 

and assertions, considering each of the different perspectives and their ‘projects.’ Finally, we will focus on many cities, most 

prominently New York City, the city with the public parks that I know best, and hold several sessions in parks around Providence to 

aide in our discussion and discovery. 

 

 

S101-15 Lauren Richter     Introduction to Environmental Sociology 

MTh 11:20-12:50 

This course will introduce students to the discipline of sociology, with a focus on sociological analyses of environmental change. 

Environmental sociology challenges distinctions between society and nature, centering the intersection of society, economy, and 

politics. Students will be introduced to theories of power from a range of perspectives. This course will draw on foundational and 

emergent theories to engage scholarship linking the economy to the environment and social inequality. We will examine case studies 

on climate change, environmental justice/injustice, environmental movement(s), multinational corporations, and environmental 

privilege. This course is intended to introduce a range of ideas and debates in the growing field of environmental sociology.   



S101-20 Nichole Rustin-Paschal  

Intro to American Studies: Constructing & Interpreting Archives 

MTh 11:20-12:50 

American Studies is, among other possible frameworks, the study of social and cultural practices in the United States. How are these 

social and cultural practices identified, researched, and interpreted? In this first-year course, we will explore the foundations of 

American Studies as a discipline and how it approaches historical and cultural interpretation through the building of archives for its 

subjects of study. Our primary questions for the semester are: 1) what is interdisciplinarity? 2) what is an archive? 3) how do race, 

ethnicity, and gender shape an archive and its interpretation? To develop your critical and interpretive abilities, we will learn new ways 

of practicing aesthetic and cultural criticism that can be applied both historically and in the present moment. Writing assignments 

may include crafting keywords, book reviews, archive proposals, and short interpretive essays. 

 

 

S101-23    James Yess     Existentialism 

MTh 8-9:30 

This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically. Samples of classic philosophical writings in existentialism on 

topics such as free will, personal identity, subjective value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human existence will be the 

launching pads for students’ oral and written analysis. Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class discussions will be used to 

encourage close scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By noting the 

strengths and weaknesses in the arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical argumentation, students will be better 

able to navigate through the tickets of challenges arising from everyday living as persons of careful thought and considered action. 

 

 

S101-25 Andrew Savchenko  Economy and Society                     

MTh 11:20-12:50 

We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial components of economic performance as supply, 

demand, and economic growth. We will also study social aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social inequality, related 

but not identical to unequal distribution of resources, will be studied both in the context of social class and cross-national 

comparisons. The latter will try to answer the riddle of globalization: why the increasing volume of international trade in all factors of 

production (commodities, capital, and labor) makes some countries rich while others remain poor. History of social and 

economic development will be an essential aspect of the course. 



 Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically the emergence of corporate structures, such 

as auction houses, and the use of branding as the main tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace will be discussed 

within the conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural value, symbol, agency and structure. Students are expected to 

participate in discussion and write four short take-home assignments. There will be a final exam. 

 

 


