
Students in Tu/Th/F studio are in Monday and Wednesday Liberal Arts courses: 
Register for one section of S101  

*You will be placed into H102 along with your EFS studio  

 

Student Planning: https://ss.risd.edu/Student 

Please follow directions from the registrar’s office on how to register for your S101 section: 

https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/ 

 

THAD-H102 main lectures are on Tu & Th 5:15-6:15p in addition to the section. 

 

                

HPSS-S101 Monday/Wednesday sections - Choose one THAD-H102* sections – for info only 

HPSS-
S101-01 

Akporiaye International Politics 
8:00-
9:30 

THAD-H102-05 Varshavskaya W 2:50-4:20 

HPSS-
S101-05 

Fitzsimons 
The US: Home & Abroad Since 
1945 

1:10-
2:40 

THAD-H102-13 Varshavskaya W 4:40-6:10 

HPSS-
S101-14 

Richter Intro to Environmental Sociology 
9:40-
11:10 

THAD-H102-18 Shapiro M 2:50-4:20 

HPSS-
S101-19 

Rustin-
Paschal 

Intro to American Studies 
9:40-
11:10 

THAD-H102-19 Shapiro M 4:40-6:10 

        

                

You will have until Jan. 20th to register for your desired section of S101. 

After Jan. 20th, those not registered will be placed into a section. 

https://ss.risd.edu/Student
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/


 

HPSS-S101 Descriptions 

 
S101-01     Alero Akporiaye     International Politics 

MW 8-9:30  

This course introduces students to critical analysis and writing in the social sciences. You will develop these skills through the study of 

international politics. Substantively, we explore interests, interactions, and institutions of international and domestic political actors 

with regard to security and conflict, international political economy, and transnational politics. 

 

S101-05    David Fitzsimons     The US: Home and Abroad Since 1945 

MW 1:10-2:40 

This introductory survey, which provides a broad knowledge of the recent American past, is valuable not only for its own sake, but 

also because it prepares you for further study in history, philosophy, and the social sciences, supplies context and evidence for current 

debates, and provides perspective for thinking about your future and that of the world around you. Most importantly, you will 

develop advanced college essay writing skills through close examination of three topics in particular: the origins of the Cold War, Civil 

Rights and related domestic politics, and controversies over economic inequality. 

 

S101-14 Lauren Richter    Introduction to Environmental Sociology 

MW 9:40-11:10 

This course will introduce students to the discipline of sociology, with a focus on sociological analyses of environmental change. 

Environmental sociology challenges distinctions between society and nature, centering the intersection of society, economy, and 

politics. Students will be introduced to theories of power from a range of perspectives. This course will draw on foundational and 

emergent theories to engage scholarship linking the economy to the environment and social inequality. We will examine case studies 

on climate change, environmental justice/injustice, environmental movement(s), multinational corporations, and environmental 

privilege. This course is intended to introduce a range of ideas and debates in the growing field of environmental sociology. 

 

S101-19 Nichole Rustin-Paschal  

Intro to American Studies: Constructing & Interpreting Archives 

MW 9:40-11:10 

American Studies is, among other possible frameworks, the study of social and cultural practices in the United States. How are these 

social and cultural practices identified, researched, and interpreted? In this first-year course, we will explore the foundations of 



American Studies as a discipline and how it approaches historical and cultural interpretation through the building of archives for its 

subjects of study. Our primary questions for the semester are: 1) what is interdisciplinarity? 2) what is an archive? 3) how do race, 

ethnicity, and gender shape an archive and its interpretation? To develop your critical and interpretive abilities, we will learn new ways 

of practicing aesthetic and cultural criticism that can be applied both historically and in the present moment. Writing assignments 

may include crafting keywords, book reviews, archive proposals, and short interpretive essays. 

 


