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S101-01     Alero Akporiaye     International Politics 

MW 8-9:30  

This course introduces students to critical analysis and writing in the social sciences. You will 

develop these skills through the study of international politics. Substantively, we explore 

interests, interactions, and institutions of international and domestic political actors with regard 

to security and conflict, international political economy, and transnational politics. 

 

 

S101-02     Alero Akporiaye     International Politics 

MTh 9:40-11:10 

This course introduces students to critical analysis and writing in the social sciences. You will 

develop these skills through the study of international politics. Substantively, we explore 

interests, interactions, and institutions of international and domestic political actors with regard 

to security and conflict, international political economy, and transnational politics. 

 

 

S101-03    Bryce Dubois     People, Parks and Public Space 

MTh 11:20-12:50 

In this course we will investigate public parks as contested cultural and ecological spaces. Public 

space is deemed to be a crucial aspect of democracy and parks specifically receive attention for 

their ecosystem services. However, others theorize an ‘end of public space,’ contending that 

capitalism (neoliberalization) tends towards abstract space and the closure of truly public space. 

How do the ideas about the neoliberalization of public space relate to those about green space? 

We will investigate this contention and others made about public space through an 

interdisciplinary lens. This will include reading works from geography, urban ecology, 

anthropology, and environmental psychology. As an S101 course we will pay close attention to 

the writer’s disciplinary perspective and assertions, considering each of the different 

perspectives and their ‘projects.’ Finally, we will focus on many cities, most prominently New 

York City, the city with the public parks that I know best, and hold several sessions in parks 

around Providence to aide in our discussion and discovery. 

 

 

S101-04    Bryce Dubois     People, Parks and Public Space 

ThF 11:20-12:50 

In this course we will investigate public parks as contested cultural and ecological spaces. Public 

space is deemed to be a crucial aspect of democracy and parks specifically receive attention for 

their ecosystem services. However, others theorize an ‘end of public space,’ contending that 

capitalism (neoliberalization) tends towards abstract space and the closure of truly public space. 

How do the ideas about the neoliberalization of public space relate to those about green space? 

We will investigate this contention and others made about public space through an 



interdisciplinary lens. This will include reading works from geography, urban ecology, 

anthropology, and environmental psychology. As an S101 course we will pay close attention to 

the writer’s disciplinary perspective and assertions, considering each of the different 

perspectives and their ‘projects.’ Finally, we will focus on many cities, most prominently New 

York City, the city with the public parks that I know best, and hold several sessions in parks 

around Providence to aide in our discussion and discovery. 

 

 

S101-05    David Fitzsimons     The US: Home and Abroad Since 1945 

MW 1:10-2:40 

This introductory survey, which provides a broad knowledge of the recent American past, is 

valuable not only for its own sake, but also because it prepares you for further study in history, 

philosophy, and the social sciences, supplies context and evidence for current debates, and 

provides perspective for thinking about your future and that of the world around you. Most 

importantly, you will develop advanced college essay writing skills through close examination of 

three topics in particular: the origins of the Cold War, Civil Rights and related domestic politics, 

and controversies over economic inequality. 

 

 

S101-06   David Fitzsimons     The US: Home and Abroad Since 1945 

WF 2:50-4:20  

This introductory survey, which provides a broad knowledge of the recent American past, is 

valuable not only for its own sake, but also because it prepares you for further study in history, 

philosophy, and the social sciences, supplies context and evidence for current debates, and 

provides perspective for thinking about your future and that of the world around you. Most 

importantly, you will develop advanced college essay writing skills through close examination of 

three topics in particular: the origins of the Cold War, Civil Rights and related domestic politics, 

and controversies over economic inequality. 

 

 

S101-07 Joanna Morris     Social Cognition  

WF 11:20-12:50 

Social cognition encompasses the study of the cognitive processes underlying social judgment, 

thought, and behavior.  In this course we will examine how we develop and maintain an image 

of the kind of person we are and the role these self-concepts play in guiding our interpretations 

of the world and other people.   We will also examine how we make judgments about the our 

personal characteristics and those of other people, how we figure out what other people are 

thinking and feeling, why we remember what we do about others and ourselves, and the 

relationship between ‘thinking’ and ‘feeling’. Students will be expected to read and critically 

analyze articles from the scholarly literature in psychology, philosophy and neuroscience. 

 

 

 

 

 



S101-08   Lindsay French     Intro to Social and Cultural Anthropology: Ethnography 

TuF 9:40-11:10 

What IS anthropology?  What is ethnography? What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, 

how is ethnographic research conducted, and how are ethnographic understandings 

communicated?  This course introduces students to the discipline of social and cultural 

anthropology by looking at the kind of work anthropologists do, the way we do it, and how we 

communicate what we learn through our research in both ethnographic writing and film.  The 

goal of the course is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about human social and cultural 

differences, and a range of analytic techniques that anthropologists use for making sense of 

these differences. Readings have been chosen to represent geographical and cultural diversity, 

as well as several different analytic approaches.  Writing assignments ask you to think and write 

about social and cultural issues the way an anthropologist might.  Short papers are designed to 

build skills in critical reading, analysis, synthesis, and clear exposition, as well as informed 

interpretation.  Writing is understood as a process as much as a product in this class, a means of 

extending and refining your thinking about a particular topic.  Any paper may be re-written to 

improve your grade as long as it is submitted before the next paper is due. 

 

 

S101-09    Lindsay French     Intro to Social and Cultural Anthropology: Ethnography 

WF 11:20-12:50 

What IS anthropology?  What is ethnography? What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, 

how is ethnographic research conducted, and how are ethnographic understandings 

communicated?  This course introduces students to the discipline of social and cultural 

anthropology by looking at the kind of work anthropologists do, the way we do it, and how we 

communicate what we learn through our research in both ethnographic writing and film.  The 

goal of the course is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about human social and cultural 

differences, and a range of analytic techniques that anthropologists use for making sense of 

these differences. Readings have been chosen to represent geographical and cultural diversity, 

as well as several different analytic approaches.  Writing assignments ask you to think and write 

about social and cultural issues the way an anthropologist might.  Short papers are designed to 

build skills in critical reading, analysis, synthesis, and clear exposition, as well as informed 

interpretation.  Writing is understood as a process as much as a product in this class, a means of 

extending and refining your thinking about a particular topic.  Any paper may be re-written to 

improve your grade as long as it is submitted before the next paper is due. 

 

 

S101-10    Jennifer Mogg     Development of Democracy in the United States 

TuTh 11:20-12:50 

This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically.  Samples of classic 

philosophical writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal identity, subjective 

value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human existence will be the launching pads for 

students’ oral and written analysis.  Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class 

discussions will be used to encourage close scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical 

progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By noting the strengths and weaknesses in 

the arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical argumentation, students will be 



better able to navigate through the tickets of challenges arising from everyday living as persons 

of careful thought and considered action. 

 

 

S101-11    Gail Mohanty     American Labor History                                    

TuTh 11:20-12:50 

This Course draws on broad themes and problems in American Labor History for its content. 

Over the course of the semester we will examine debates that engage labor historians and 

historians in general. This reading, writing, and discussion format class examines the 

development of a working class cultures in North American/the United States from the colonial 

period through to the present. The course examines the experiences of the diverse cultures and 

ideologies of working people from the late 16th century onward. The various labor systems that 

arose during this time period include indentured servitude, slaves, artisanal and handicraft 

production as well as the development of labor organizations and national and international 

trade unions, labor parties and benevolent organizations. Issues of race, gender and ethnicity 

are discussed within the context of work and culture throughout the semester. Learning goals 

include not only tracing the history described above but gaining an appreciation for the role of 

labor in shaping American society, the significance of the Union movement in labor legislation 

and the relevancy of the study of labor history to work today. Requirements include Attendance 

and participation in each class meeting, and writing three short papers including an opinion 

paper, a biography, and a brief research essay. In addition there are two opportunities for in-

class writing and peer review. 

 

 

S101-12 Xiangli Ding Historical Origins of Global Inequalities 

TuTh 11:20-12:50 

Our world has grown increasingly interconnected, diverse, and yet inequal. Economic 

discrepancy, gender inequality, environmental injustice, racial bias, and power politics have 

become the common challenges in both local and global levels. The dynamics and tensions 

which foster these challenges are far from new, and they are especially rooted in the world 

history of the past 500 years. In this course, we will develop a historical understanding of the 

mechanisms that humans have interacted with each other and the environment. We will make 

sense of our contemporary challenges by focusing on the historical origins and thus inspire 

alternatives. Additionally, you will be able to develop critical reading, material synthesizing, and 

efficient oral and written communication skills. 

 

 

S101-13 Xiangli Ding Historical Origins of Global Inequalities 

WF 11:20-12:50 

Our world has grown increasingly interconnected, diverse, and yet inequal. Economic 

discrepancy, gender inequality, environmental injustice, racial bias, and power politics have 

become the common challenges in both local and global levels. The dynamics and tensions 

which foster these challenges are far from new, and they are especially rooted in the world 

history of the past 500 years. In this course, we will develop a historical understanding of the 

mechanisms that humans have interacted with each other and the environment. We will make 



sense of our contemporary challenges by focusing on the historical origins and thus inspire 

alternatives. Additionally, you will be able to develop critical reading, material synthesizing, and 

efficient oral and written communication skills. 

 

 

S101-14 Lauren Richter    Introduction to Environmental Sociology 

MW 9:40-11:10 

This course will introduce students to the discipline of sociology, with a focus on sociological 

analyses of environmental change. Environmental sociology challenges distinctions between 

society and nature, centering the intersection of society, economy, and politics. Students will be 

introduced to theories of power from a range of perspectives. This course will draw on 

foundational and emergent theories to engage scholarship linking the economy to the 

environment and social inequality. We will examine case studies on climate change, 

environmental justice/injustice, environmental movement(s), multinational corporations, and 

environmental privilege. This course is intended to introduce a range of ideas and debates in the 

growing field of environmental sociology. 

 

 

S101-15 Lauren Richter     Introduction to Environmental Sociology 

MTh 11:20-12:50 

This course will introduce students to the discipline of sociology, with a focus on sociological 

analyses of environmental change. Environmental sociology challenges distinctions between 

society and nature, centering the intersection of society, economy, and politics. Students will be 

introduced to theories of power from a range of perspectives. This course will draw on 

foundational and emergent theories to engage scholarship linking the economy to the 

environment and social inequality. We will examine case studies on climate change, 

environmental justice/injustice, environmental movement(s), multinational corporations, and 

environmental privilege. This course is intended to introduce a range of ideas and debates in the 

growing field of environmental sociology.   

 

 

S101-16    Jennifer Prewitt-Freilino     Psychology of Stereotypes and Prejudice 

TuTh 9:40-11:10 

Grounded in a framework of skills development (including information and media literacy, how 

to read and synthesize from multiple sources, framing an argument, and recognizing one’s own 

and others positionality and perspective), we explore stereotypes and prejudice at multiple 

levels, from the interpersonal and inner psychological manifestations of prejudice to a system 

wide understanding of oppression.  We will begin by learning about how psychologists have 

traditionally approached this topic, specifically by examining the social and cognitive 

mechanisms that promote animosity between groups and antipathy toward individual group 

members via experimental psychological research.  By recognizing the psychological functions 

these mechanisms serve, we can start to determine both the possibilities and limitations for 

change.  After exploring how ingrained psychological processes contribute to how we organize 

the social world, we will focus on the problematic nature of these phenomena, including the 

impact of stigma and discrimination on target individuals and marginalized groups.  In addition 



to gaining a better understanding of the psychological theory and empirical research on 

stereotypes and prejudice, this course is designed to encourage you to apply this understanding 

to real world experience.  Every student in the course should leave with a greater sensitivity to 

the psychological mechanisms that promote stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination, as well 

as the knowledge, skills, and desire to initiate change and promote harmony in the world 

around them. 

 

 

S101-17    Andrew Robarts      Islam and the Islamic World 

TuF 9:40-11:10 

Following an introduction to the Qur’an and the core elements and concepts of the religion of 

Islam, this course surveys the development and articulation of the Islamic World in the medieval, 

early-modern, and modern periods.  While not discounting the centrality of the peoples of the 

Arabian Peninsula and Middle East to the venture of Islam, this course will highlight the 

establishment of Islamic states, societies, and communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and 

North America.  A survey of the Muslim pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca and Medina and its role in 

generating and sustaining an Islamic World provides the core organizational framework for this 

course.  The course concludes with a survey of Islamic societies in the contemporary world and 

is built around the reading and analysis of works by important Muslim scholars and thinkers 

across the 1,500-year history of the Islamic World. 

 

 

S101-18    Andrew Robarts      Islam and the Islamic World 

WF 11:20-12:50 

Following an introduction to the Qur’an and the core elements and concepts of the religion of 

Islam, this course surveys the development and articulation of the Islamic World in the medieval, 

early-modern, and modern periods.  While not discounting the centrality of the peoples of the 

Arabian Peninsula and Middle East to the venture of Islam, this course will highlight the 

establishment of Islamic states, societies, and communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and 

North America.  A survey of the Muslim pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca and Medina and its role in 

generating and sustaining an Islamic World provides the core organizational framework for this 

course.  The course concludes with a survey of Islamic societies in the contemporary world and 

is built around the reading and analysis of works by important Muslim scholars and thinkers 

across the 1,500-year history of the Islamic World. 

 

 

S101-19 Nichole Rustin-Paschal  

Intro to American Studies: Constructing & Interpreting Archives 

MW 9:40-11:10 

American Studies is, among other possible frameworks, the study of social and cultural practices 

in the United States. How are these social and cultural practices identified, researched, and 

interpreted? In this first-year course, we will explore the foundations of American Studies as a 

discipline and how it approaches historical and cultural interpretation through the building of 

archives for its subjects of study. Our primary questions for the semester are: 1) what is 

interdisciplinarity? 2) what is an archive? 3) how do race, ethnicity, and gender shape an archive 



and its interpretation? To develop your critical and interpretive abilities, we will learn new ways 

of practicing aesthetic and cultural criticism that can be applied both historically and in the 

present moment. Writing assignments may include crafting keywords, book reviews, archive 

proposals, and short interpretive essays. 

 

 

S101-20 Nichole Rustin-Paschal  

Intro to American Studies: Constructing & Interpreting Archives 

MTh 11:20-12:50 

American Studies is, among other possible frameworks, the study of social and cultural practices 

in the United States. How are these social and cultural practices identified, researched, and 

interpreted? In this first-year course, we will explore the foundations of American Studies as a 

discipline and how it approaches historical and cultural interpretation through the building of 

archives for its subjects of study. Our primary questions for the semester are: 1) what is 

interdisciplinarity? 2) what is an archive? 3) how do race, ethnicity, and gender shape an archive 

and its interpretation? To develop your critical and interpretive abilities, we will learn new ways 

of practicing aesthetic and cultural criticism that can be applied both historically and in the 

present moment. Writing assignments may include crafting keywords, book reviews, archive 

proposals, and short interpretive essays. 

 

 

Section 21 is for transfer and upperclass level students only 

 

S101-21    Gail Mohanty     American Labor History                                    

TuTh 7-8:30pm  

This Course draws on broad themes and problems in American Labor History for its content. 

Over the course of the semester we will examine debates that engage labor historians and 

historians in general. This reading, writing, and discussion format class examines the 

development of a working class cultures in North American/the United States from the colonial 

period through to the present. The course examines the experiences of the diverse cultures and 

ideologies of working people from the late 16th century onward. The various labor systems that 

arose during this time period include indentured servitude, slaves, artisanal and handicraft 

production as well as the development of labor organizations and national and international 

trade unions, labor parties and benevolent organizations. Issues of race, gender and ethnicity 

are discussed within the context of work and culture throughout the semester. Learning goals 

include not only tracing the history described above but gaining an appreciation for the role of 

labor in shaping American society, the significance of the Union movement in labor legislation 

and the relevancy of the study of labor history to work today. Requirements include Attendance 

and participation in each class meeting, and writing three short papers including an opinion 

paper, a biography, and a brief research essay. In addition there are two opportunities for in-

class writing and peer review. 

 

 

 

 



S101-22    Andrew Savchenko     Economy and Society                     

TuF 11:20-12:50 

We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial components 

of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. We will also study social 

aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social inequality, related but not identical 

to unequal distribution of resources, will be studied both in the context of social class and cross-

national comparisons. The latter will try to answer the riddle of globalization: why the increasing 

volume of international trade in all factors of production (commodities, capital, and labor) 

makes some countries rich while others remain poor. History of social and 

economic development will be an essential aspect of the course. 

 Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically the 

emergence of corporate structures, such as auction houses, and the use of branding as the main 

tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace will be discussed within the 

conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural value, symbol, agency and structure. Students 

are expected to participate in discussion and write four short take-home assignments. There will 

be a final exam. 

 

 

S101-23    James Yess     Existentialism 

MTh 8-9:30 

This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically. Samples of classic 

philosophical writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal identity, subjective 

value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human existence will be the launching pads for 

students’ oral and written analysis. Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class 

discussions will be used to encourage close scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical 

progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By noting the strengths and weaknesses in 

the arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical argumentation, students will be 

better able to navigate through the tickets of challenges arising from everyday living as persons 

of careful thought and considered action. 

 

 

S101-24    James Yess     Existentialism 

TuTh 11:20-12:50 

This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically. Samples of classic 

philosophical writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal identity, subjective 

value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human existence will be the launching pads for 

students’ oral and written analysis. Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class 

discussions will be used to encourage close scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical 

progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By noting the strengths and weaknesses in 

the arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical argumentation, students will be 

better able to navigate through the tickets of challenges arising from everyday living as persons 

of careful thought and considered action. 

 

 

 



S101-25 Andrew Savchenko  Economy and Society                     

MTh 11:20-12:50 

We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial components 

of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. We will also study social 

aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social inequality, related but not identical 

to unequal distribution of resources, will be studied both in the context of social class and cross-

national comparisons. The latter will try to answer the riddle of globalization: why the increasing 

volume of international trade in all factors of production (commodities, capital, and labor) 

makes some countries rich while others remain poor. History of social and 

economic development will be an essential aspect of the course. 

 Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically the 

emergence of corporate structures, such as auction houses, and the use of branding as the main 

tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace will be discussed within the 

conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural value, symbol, agency and structure. Students 

are expected to participate in discussion and write four short take-home assignments. There will 

be a final exam. 

 

 

 


