
Students in M/W/Th studio are in Tuesday and Friday Liberal Arts courses: 
Register for one section of S101  

*You will be placed into H102 along with your EFS studio  

 

Student Planning: https://ss.risd.edu/Student 

Please follow directions from the registrar’s office on how to register for your S101 section: 

https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/ 

 

THAD-H102 main lectures are on Tu & Th 5:15-6:15p in addition to the section. 

 

                

HPSS-S101 Tuesday/Friday sections - Choose one THAD-H102* sections – for info only 

HPSS-
S101-04 

Dubois People, Parks and Public Space 11:20-12:50 THAD-H102-08 Charest  Tu 2:50-4:20 

HPSS-
S101-08 

French 
Intro to Social and Cultural 
Anthropology 

9:40-11:10 THAD-H102-11 Thyssen Tu 2:50-4:20 

HPSS-
S101-17 

Robarts Islam and the Islamic World 9:40-11:10 THAD-H102-14 Dematte Tu 1:10-2:40 

HPSS-
S101-22 

Savchenko Economy and Society                     11:20-12:50 THAD-H102-15 Dematte Tu 2:50-4:20 

        

                

You will have until Jan. 20th to register for your desired section of S101. 

After Jan. 20th, those not registered will be placed into a section. 

https://ss.risd.edu/Student
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/


HPSS-S101 Descriptions 

 

 
S101-04    Bryce Dubois     People, Parks and Public Space 

ThF 11:20-12:50 

In this course we will investigate public parks as contested cultural and ecological spaces. Public space is deemed to be a crucial 

aspect of democracy and parks specifically receive attention for their ecosystem services. However, others theorize an ‘end of public 

space,’ contending that capitalism (neoliberalization) tends towards abstract space and the closure of truly public space. How do the 

ideas about the neoliberalization of public space relate to those about green space? We will investigate this contention and others 

made about public space through an interdisciplinary lens. This will include reading works from geography, urban ecology, 

anthropology, and environmental psychology. As an S101 course we will pay close attention to the writer’s disciplinary perspective 

and assertions, considering each of the different perspectives and their ‘projects.’ Finally, we will focus on many cities, most 

prominently New York City, the city with the public parks that I know best, and hold several sessions in parks around Providence to 

aide in our discussion and discovery. 

 

 

S101-08   Lindsay French     Intro to Social and Cultural Anthropology: Ethnography 

TuF 9:40-11:10 

What IS anthropology?  What is ethnography? What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how is ethnographic research 

conducted, and how are ethnographic understandings communicated?  This course introduces students to the discipline of social and 

cultural anthropology by looking at the kind of work anthropologists do, the way we do it, and how we communicate what we learn 

through our research in both ethnographic writing and film.  The goal of the course is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about 

human social and cultural differences, and a range of analytic techniques that anthropologists use for making sense of these 

differences. Readings have been chosen to represent geographical and cultural diversity, as well as several different analytic 

approaches.  Writing assignments ask you to think and write about social and cultural issues the way an anthropologist might.  Short 

papers are designed to build skills in critical reading, analysis, synthesis, and clear exposition, as well as informed interpretation.  

Writing is understood as a process as much as a product in this class, a means of extending and refining your thinking about a 

particular topic.  Any paper may be re-written to improve your grade as long as it is submitted before the next paper is due. 

 

 

 



 

S101-17    Andrew Robarts      Islam and the Islamic World 

TuF 9:40-11:10 

Following an introduction to the Qur’an and the core elements and concepts of the religion of Islam, this course surveys the 

development and articulation of the Islamic World in the medieval, early-modern, and modern periods.  While not discounting the 

centrality of the peoples of the Arabian Peninsula and Middle East to the venture of Islam, this course will highlight the establishment 

of Islamic states, societies, and communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North America.  A survey of the Muslim pilgrimage 

(Hajj) to Mecca and Medina and its role in generating and sustaining an Islamic World provides the core organizational framework for 

this course.  The course concludes with a survey of Islamic societies in the contemporary world and is built around the reading and 

analysis of works by important Muslim scholars and thinkers across the 1,500-year history of the Islamic World. 

 

S101-22    Andrew Savchenko     Economy and Society                     

TuF 11:20-12:50 

We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial components of economic performance as supply, 

demand, and economic growth. We will also study social aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of social inequality, related 

but not identical to unequal distribution of resources, will be studied both in the context of social class and cross-national 

comparisons. The latter will try to answer the riddle of globalization: why the increasing volume of international trade in all factors of 

production (commodities, capital, and labor) makes some countries rich while others remain poor. History of social and 

economic development will be an essential aspect of the course. 

 Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically the emergence of corporate structures, such 

as auction houses, and the use of branding as the main tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace will be discussed 

within the conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural value, symbol, agency and structure. Students are expected to 

participate in discussion and write four short take-home assignments. There will be a final exam. 

 


