
Students in M/Tu/Th studio are in Wednesday and Friday Liberal Arts courses: 
Register for one section of S101  

*You will be placed into H102 along with your EFS studio  

 

Student Planning: https://ss.risd.edu/Student 

Please follow directions from the registrar’s office on how to register for your S101 section: 

https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/ 

 

THAD-H102 main lectures are on Tu & Th 5:15-6:15p in addition to the section. 

 
                

HPSS-S101 Wed/Fri sections - Choose one THAD-H102* sections – for info only 

HPSS-
S101-06 

Fitzsimons 
The US: Home and Abroad Since 
1945 

2:50-4:20 
THAD-
H102-01 

Ward  W 9:40-11:10 

HPSS-
S101-07 

Morris Social Cognition 11:20-12:50 
THAD-
H102-04 

Varshavskaya W 1:10-2:40 

HPSS-
S101-09 

French 
Intro to Social & Cultural 
Anthropology 

11:20-12:50 
THAD-
H102-06 

Thyssen W 8:00-9:30 

HPSS-
S101-13 

Ding 
Historical Origins of Global 
Inequalities 

11:20-12:50 
THAD-
H102-07 

Thyssen W 9:40-11:10 

HPSS-
S101-18 

Robarts Islam and the Islamic World  11:20-12:50 
THAD-
H102-12 

Carver W 2:50-4:20 

                

 You will have until Jan. 20th to register for your desired section of S101. 

After Jan. 20th, those not registered will be placed into a section. 

https://ss.risd.edu/Student
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/


 

HPSS-S101 Descriptions 

 

S101-06    David Fitzsimons     The US: Home and Abroad Since 1945 

WF 2:50-4:20  

This introductory survey, which provides a broad knowledge of the recent American past, is valuable not only for its own sake, but 

also because it prepares you for further study in history, philosophy, and the social sciences, supplies context and evidence for current 

debates, and provides perspective for thinking about your future and that of the world around you. Most importantly, you will 

develop advanced college essay writing skills through close examination of three topics in particular: the origins of the Cold War, Civil 

Rights and related domestic politics, and controversies over economic inequality. 

 

S101-07 Joanna Morris     Social Cognition  

WF 11:20-12:50 

Social cognition encompasses the study of the cognitive processes underlying social judgment, thought, and behavior.  In this course 

we will examine how we develop and maintain an image of the kind of person we are and the role these self-concepts play in guiding 

our interpretations of the world and other people.   We will also examine how we make judgments about the our personal 

characteristics and those of other people, how we figure out what other people are thinking and feeling, why we remember what we 

do about others and ourselves, and the relationship between ‘thinking’ and ‘feeling’. Students will be expected to read and critically 

analyze articles from the scholarly literature in psychology, philosophy and neuroscience. 

 

S101-09     Lindsay French     Intro to Social and Cultural Anthropology: Ethnography 

WF 11:20-12:50 

What IS anthropology?  What is ethnography? What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how is ethnographic research 

conducted, and how are ethnographic understandings communicated?  This course introduces students to the discipline of social and 

cultural anthropology by looking at the kind of work anthropologists do, the way we do it, and how we communicate what we learn 

through our research in both ethnographic writing and film.  The goal of the course is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about 

human social and cultural differences, and a range of analytic techniques that anthropologists use for making sense of these 

differences. Readings have been chosen to represent geographical and cultural diversity, as well as several different analytic 

approaches.  Writing assignments ask you to think and write about social and cultural issues the way an anthropologist might.  Short 

papers are designed to build skills in critical reading, analysis, synthesis, and clear exposition, as well as informed interpretation.  



Writing is understood as a process as much as a product in this class, a means of extending and refining your thinking about a 

particular topic.  Any paper may be re-written to improve your grade as long as it is submitted before the next paper is due. 

 

S101-13 Xiangli Ding Historical Origins of Global Inequalities 

WF 11:20-12:50 

Our world has grown increasingly interconnected, diverse, and yet inequal. Economic discrepancy, gender inequality, environmental 

injustice, racial bias, and power politics have become the common challenges in both local and global levels. The dynamics and 

tensions which foster these challenges are far from new, and they are especially rooted in the world history of the past 500 years. In 

this course, we will develop a historical understanding of the mechanisms that humans have interacted with each other and the 

environment. We will make sense of our contemporary challenges by focusing on the historical origins and thus inspire alternatives. 

Additionally, you will be able to develop critical reading, material synthesizing, and efficient oral and written communication skills. 

 

S101-18     Andrew Robarts      Islam and the Islamic World 

WF 11:20-12:50 

Following an introduction to the Qur’an and the core elements and concepts of the religion of Islam, this course surveys the 

development and articulation of the Islamic World in the medieval, early-modern, and modern periods.  While not discounting the 

centrality of the peoples of the Arabian Peninsula and Middle East to the venture of Islam, this course will highlight the establishment 

of Islamic states, societies, and communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North America.  A survey of the Muslim pilgrimage 

(Hajj) to Mecca and Medina and its role in generating and sustaining an Islamic World provides the core organizational framework for 

this course.  The course concludes with a survey of Islamic societies in the contemporary world and is built around the reading and 

analysis of works by important Muslim scholars and thinkers across the 1,500-year history of the Islamic World. 

 

 


