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Students in M, Tu, and W morning EFS studio are in a WF HPSS S101 
 

Register for one section of S101  
Your THAD H102 section placement will take place before Jan 26th and will not conflict with any S101 schedules listed here 

Student Planning for info on how to register: https://ss.risd.edu/Student 
After Feb 3, those not registered will be randomly placed into a section. 

 

 

Wed/Fri HPSS-S101 sections - Choose one   

HPSS-
S101-02 

1:10-2:40  

International Politics              Alero Akporiaye      

This course introduces students to critical analysis and writing in the social sciences. 
You will develop these skills through the study of international politics. 
Substantively, we explore interests, interactions, and institutions of international 
and domestic political actors with regard to security and conflict, international 
political economy, and transnational politics. 
 
 

 

HPSS-
S101-04 

1:10-2:40 

Introduction to Aesthetics      Don Keefer 

This course introduces you to several millennia of theorizing about the nature of 
beauty, aesthetic experience, taste, the definition of art, its function, and its relation 
to culture, ethics, and politics.  We will approach the philosophical issues globally, in 
readings from ancient Greece, the European Enlightenment, Islam, Africa, and 
contemporary theorists and debate some of the key controversies in the 
contemporary art world.   
This course will involve pre-recorded lectures, readings, and in-class meetings 
dedicated to clarification and discussion of the topics.  Evaluation will be based on 
participation in discussion fora, quizzes and written assignments.   

 

https://ss.risd.edu/Student
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HPSS-
S101-06 

1:10-2:40  

Introduction to Material Studies      Namita Dharia    
 
From the forks and spoons we hold in our hands, to the machines that heal us, from 
the buildings and homes we live in, to the plants and animals we eat, and to the 
cables and servers that support our digital selves: non-human entities small, 
medium, and large surround and support our lives. This course studies the social 
role of objects, animals, plants, and landscapes from historic to contemporary 
times. It explores how non-humans (things and living beings) govern, shape, and 
undergird our social worlds and looks at the relationship between human beings, 
animals, and objects. We will discuss small acts of gift giving, medium sized 
industrial objects, and explore large and extra-large scales through technologies, 
networks, and manmade cities and landscapes. The course serves as an introductory 
course to thing theory, new materialisms, and anthropology.  

 

HPSS-
S101-07 

1:10-2:40  

American Labor History            Gail Mohanty 
 
This Course draws on broad themes and problems in American Labor History for its 
content. Over the course of the semester we will examine debates that engage 
labor historians and historians in general. The various labor systems that arose 
throughout United States History include indentured servitude, slaves, artisanal and 
handicraft production as well as the development of factory labor, labor 
organizations and national and international trade unions, labor parties and 
benevolent organizations. Issues of race, gender and ethnicity are discussed within 
the context of work and culture throughout the semester. 
 
 

 

HPSS-
S101-11 

1:10-2:40  

Intro to Social and Cultural Anthropology     Lindsay French    
 
What IS anthropology?  What is ethnography? What kinds of questions do 
anthropologists ask, how is ethnographic research conducted, and how are 
ethnographic understandings communicated?  This course introduces students to 
the discipline of social and cultural anthropology by looking at the kind of work 
anthropologists do, the way we do it, and how we communicate what we learn 
through our research in both ethnographic writing and film.  The goal of the course 
is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about human social and cultural 
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differences, and a range of analytic techniques that anthropologists use for making 
sense of these differences. Readings have been chosen to represent geographical 
and cultural diversity, as well as several different analytic approaches.  Writing 
assignments ask you to think and write about social and cultural issues the way an 
anthropologist might.  Short papers are designed to build skills in critical reading, 
analysis, synthesis, and clear exposition, as well as informed interpretation.  Writing 
is understood as a process as much as a product in this class, a means of extending 
and refining your thinking about a particular topic.  Any paper may be re-written to 
improve your grade as long as it is submitted before the next paper is due. 

 

HPSS-
S101-13 

1:10-2:40 

Historical Origins of Global Inequalities       Xiangli Ding 
 
Our world has grown increasingly interconnected, diverse, and yet inequal. 
Economic discrepancy, gender inequality, environmental injustice, racial bias, and 
power politics have become the common challenges in both local and global levels. 
The dynamics and tensions which foster these challenges are far from new, and they 
are especially rooted in the world history of the past 500 years. In this course, we 
will develop a historical understanding of the mechanisms that humans have 
interacted with each other and the environment. We will make sense of our 
contemporary challenges by focusing on the historical origins and thus inspire 
alternatives. Additionally, you will be able to develop critical reading, material 
synthesizing, and efficient oral and written communication skills. 

 

 

HPSS-
S101-15 

1:10-2:40 

Introduction to Environmental Sociology      Lauren Richter 
 
This course will introduce students to the discipline of sociology, with a focus on 
sociological analyses of environmental change. Environmental sociology challenges 
distinctions between society and nature, centering the intersection of society, 
economy, and politics. Students will be introduced to theories of power from a 
range of perspectives. This course will draw on foundational and emergent theories 
to engage scholarship linking the economy to the environment and social inequality. 
We will examine case studies on climate change, environmental justice/injustice, 
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environmental movement(s), multinational corporations, and environmental 
privilege. This course is intended to introduce a range of ideas and debates in the 
growing field of environmental sociology. 

 

HPSS-
S101-18 

1:10-2:40 

Islam and the Islamic World          Andrew Robarts      
  
Following an introduction to the Qur’an and the core elements and concepts of the 
religion of Islam, this course surveys the development and articulation of the Islamic 
World in the medieval, early-modern, and modern periods.  While not discounting 
the centrality of the peoples of the Arabian Peninsula and Middle East to the 
venture of Islam, this course will highlight the establishment of Islamic states, 
societies, and communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North America.  A 
survey of the Muslim pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca and Medina and its role in 
generating and sustaining an Islamic World provides the core organizational 
framework for this course.  The course concludes with a survey of Islamic societies 
in the contemporary world and is built around the reading and analysis of works by 
important Muslim scholars and thinkers across the 1,500-year history of the Islamic 
World. 

 

HPSS-
S101-20 

1:10-2:40  

Intro to American Studies            Nichole Rustin-Paschal 
 
American Studies is, among other possible frameworks, the study of social and 
cultural practices in the United States. How are these social and cultural practices 
identified, researched, and interpreted? In this first-year course, we will explore the 
foundations of American Studies as a discipline and how it approaches historical and 
cultural interpretation through the building of archives for its subjects of study. Our 
primary questions for the semester are: 1) what is interdisciplinarity? 2) what is an 
archive? 3) how do race, ethnicity, and gender shape an archive and its 
interpretation? To develop your critical and interpretive abilities, we will learn new 
ways of practicing aesthetic and cultural criticism that can be applied both 
historically and in the present moment. Writing assignments may include crafting 
keywords, book reviews, archive proposals, and short interpretive essays. 

 

 


