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Students in W afternoon, Thursday and Friday EFS studio are in a MW HPSS S101 
 

Register for one section of S101  
Your THAD H102 section placement will take place before Jan 26th and will not conflict with any S101 schedules listed here 

Student Planning for info on how to register: https://ss.risd.edu/Student 
After Feb 3, those not registered will be randomly placed into a section. 

 

 

Mon/Wed HPSS-S101 sections - Choose one   

HPSS-
S101-01 

9:40-11:10  

International Politics              Alero Akporiaye      

This course introduces students to critical analysis and writing in the social 
sciences. You will develop these skills through the study of international politics. 
Substantively, we explore interests, interactions, and institutions of international 
and domestic political actors with regard to security and conflict, international 
political economy, and transnational politics. 
 

 

HPSS-
S101-03 

9:40-11:10 

 Identity Development      Meada Daly-Cano 
 
Identity development is viewed as the psychosocial task of adolescence and young 
adulthood. A person in this period of development will look within and to others 
to answer the question of “Who am I”? In this course, we will examine the ways 
that ethnicity, race, culture, gender, sexual orientation, abilities, socio-economic 
status, citizenship and other factors influence young adult development. Critical 
perspectives will be taken to illuminate the ways in which systemic inequity can 
impact identity development.   

 

https://ss.risd.edu/Student
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HPSS-
S101-05 

9:40-11:10  

Introduction to Material Studies      Namita Dharia    
 
From the forks and spoons we hold in our hands, to the machines that heal us, 
from the buildings and homes we live in, to the plants and animals we eat, and to 
the cables and servers that support our digital selves: non-human entities small, 
medium, and large surround and support our lives. This course studies the social 
role of objects, animals, plants, and landscapes from historic to contemporary 
times. It explores how non-humans (things and living beings) govern, shape, and 
undergird our social worlds and looks at the relationship between human beings, 
animals, and objects. We will discuss small acts of gift giving, medium sized 
industrial objects, and explore large and extra-large scales through technologies, 
networks, and manmade cities and landscapes. The course serves as an 
introductory course to thing theory, new materialisms, and anthropology.  

 

HPSS-
S101-08 

9:40-11:10  

Intro to Social and Cultural Anthropology     Lindsay French    
 
What IS anthropology?  What is ethnography? What kinds of questions do 
anthropologists ask, how is ethnographic research conducted, and how are 
ethnographic understandings communicated?  This course introduces students to 
the discipline of social and cultural anthropology by looking at the kind of work 
anthropologists do, the way we do it, and how we communicate what we learn 
through our research in both ethnographic writing and film.  The goal of the 
course is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about human social and 
cultural differences, and a range of analytic techniques that anthropologists use 
for making sense of these differences. Readings have been chosen to represent 
geographical and cultural diversity, as well as several different analytic 
approaches.  Writing assignments ask you to think and write about social and 
cultural issues the way an anthropologist might.  Short papers are designed to 
build skills in critical reading, analysis, synthesis, and clear exposition, as well as 
informed interpretation.  Writing is understood as a process as much as a product 
in this class, a means of extending and refining your thinking about a particular 
topic.  Any paper may be re-written to improve your grade as long as it is 
submitted before the next paper is due. 
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HPSS-
S101-10 

8:00-9:30am 

Existentialism      James Yess      

This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically. Samples of 

classic philosophical writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal 

identity, subjective value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human 

existence will be the launching pads for students’ oral and written analysis. 

Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class discussions will be used to 

encourage close scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical progression, and how 

well claims are substantiated. By noting the strengths and weaknesses in the 

arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical argumentation, 

students will be better able to navigate through the thickets of challenges arising 

from everyday living as persons of careful thought and considered action. 

 

 

HPSS-
S101-12 

9:40-11:10 

Historical Origins of Global Inequalities       Xiangli Ding 
 
Our world has grown increasingly interconnected, diverse, and yet inequal. 
Economic discrepancy, gender inequality, environmental injustice, racial bias, and 
power politics have become the common challenges in both local and global 
levels. The dynamics and tensions which foster these challenges are far from new, 
and they are especially rooted in the world history of the past 500 years. In this 
course, we will develop a historical understanding of the mechanisms that 
humans have interacted with each other and the environment. We will make 
sense of our contemporary challenges by focusing on the historical origins and 
thus inspire alternatives. Additionally, you will be able to develop critical reading, 
material synthesizing, and efficient oral and written communication skills. 

 

HPSS-
S101-19 

9:40-11:10  

Intro to American Studies            Nichole Rustin-Paschal 
 
American Studies is, among other possible frameworks, the study of social and 
cultural practices in the United States. How are these social and cultural practices 
identified, researched, and interpreted? In this first-year course, we will explore 
the foundations of American Studies as a discipline and how it approaches 
historical and cultural interpretation through the building of archives for its 
subjects of study. Our primary questions for the semester are: 1) what is 
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interdisciplinarity? 2) what is an archive? 3) how do race, ethnicity, and gender 
shape an archive and its interpretation? To develop your critical and interpretive 
abilities, we will learn new ways of practicing aesthetic and cultural criticism that 
can be applied both historically and in the present moment. Writing assignments 
may include crafting keywords, book reviews, archive proposals, and short 
interpretive essays. 
 

HPSS-
S101-22 

9:40-11:10  

Economy and Society                  Andrew Savchenko         
     
We will investigate how power, culture, and social institutions affect such crucial 
components of economic performance as supply, demand, and economic growth. 
We will also study social aspects of wealth creation and innovation. Issues of 
social inequality, related but not identical to unequal distribution of resources, will 
be studied both in the context of social class and cross-national comparisons. The 
latter will try to answer the riddle of globalization: why the increasing volume of 
international trade in all factors of production (commodities, capital, and labor) 
makes some countries rich while others remain poor. History of social and 
economic development will be an essential aspect of the course. 
 
Finally, we will investigate the forces that shape today’s arts market, specifically 
the emergence of corporate structures, such as auction houses, and the use of 
branding as the main tool of the marketing of art. Changes in the art marketplace 
will be discussed within the conceptual framework that includes trust, cultural 
value, symbol, agency and structure. Students are expected to participate in 
discussion and write four short take-home assignments. There will be a final exam. 
 

 

HPSS-
S101-24 

9:40-11:10  

People, Parks and Public Space           Bryce Dubois      

In this course we will investigate public space as a contested realm, through 
theories of place and culture. For example, public space is deemed to be a crucial 
aspect of democracy, while parks specifically receive attention for their ecosystem 
services. However, others theorize an ‘end of public space,’ contending that 
capitalism (neoliberalization) tends towards abstract space and the closure of truly 
public space. We will ask questions such as: How do the ideas about the 
neoliberalization of public space relate to those about green space? As an S101 

 



5 
 

course, we will pay close attention to the writer’s disciplinary perspective and 
assertions, considering each of the different perspectives, their ‘projects,’ and 
their epistemological positions. Finally, we will use asynchronous activities to aid 
in your introduction to the field and in our critical analysis of the theories and 
methods employed in this work, working towards a series of short papers. 

 


