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Students in Monday, Wednesday and Friday EFS studio are in a TuTh HPSS S101 
 

Register for one section of S101  
Your THAD H102 section placement will take place before Jan 26th and will not conflict with any S101 schedules listed here 

Student Planning for info on how to register: https://ss.risd.edu/Student 
After Feb 3, those not registered will be randomly placed into a section. 

 

 

Tues/Thurs HPSS-S101 sections - Choose one   

HPSS-
S101-09 

8:00-9:30am  

Psychology of the Self       Jennifer Prewitt-Freilino  

Note: This section is taught asynchronously 

In this course, we will explore how psychologists have come to understand and 
study the self, from social cognitive perspectives on how self-concepts are 
formed, how we organize understandings of the self, and how we process self-
relevant information.  We will also explore the self as a motivational force that 
drives human thoughts, feelings, and behavior, by answering questions like: What 
implications do self-related constructs (e.g., self-esteem, self-affirmation, self-
enhancement, self-regulation) have for our success, well-being, and/or our 
relationships with others?  We will examine cross-cultural differences in notions of 
the self, as well as how social influences shape not only how others see us, but 
how we come to see ourselves.  Indeed, we will explore how our membership in 
social groups and social categories plays a meaningful role in how we understand 
ourselves and others.  Further, we will explore how self-categorization within a 
given social identity shapes our attitudes, beliefs, and behavioral tendencies 
through the enacting of group-based role norms. Throughout the course, we will 
examine the methods and tools that psychologists have used to study the self and 
this will allow students the opportunity for introspection and evaluation of their 
own self-understanding. 

 

https://ss.risd.edu/Student
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HPSS-
S101-14 

8:00-9:30am  

Introduction to Environmental Sociology          Lauren Richter  

This course will introduce students to the discipline of sociology, with a focus on 
sociological analyses of environmental change. Environmental sociology 
challenges distinctions between society and nature, centering the intersection of 
society, economy, and politics. Students will be introduced to theories of power 
from a range of perspectives. This course will draw on foundational and emergent 
theories to engage scholarship linking the economy to the environment and social 
inequality. We will examine case studies on climate change, environmental 
justice/injustice, environmental movement(s), multinational corporations, and 
environmental privilege. This course is intended to introduce a range of ideas and 
debates in the growing field of environmental sociology. 

 

 

HPSS-
S101-16 

8-9:30am 
  

Psychology of the Self       Jennifer Prewitt-Freilino  

Note: This section is taught asynchronously 

In this course, we will explore how psychologists have come to understand and 
study the self, from social cognitive perspectives on how self-concepts are 
formed, how we organize understandings of the self, and how we process self-
relevant information.  We will also explore the self as a motivational force that 
drives human thoughts, feelings, and behavior, by answering questions like: What 
implications do self-related constructs (e.g., self-esteem, self-affirmation, self-
enhancement, self-regulation) have for our success, well-being, and/or our 
relationships with others?  We will examine cross-cultural differences in notions of 
the self, as well as how social influences shape not only how others see us, but 
how we come to see ourselves.  Indeed, we will explore how our membership in 
social groups and social categories plays a meaningful role in how we understand 
ourselves and others.  Further, we will explore how self-categorization within a 
given social identity shapes our attitudes, beliefs, and behavioral tendencies 
through the enacting of group-based role norms. Throughout the course, we will 
examine the methods and tools that psychologists have used to study the self and 
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this will allow students the opportunity for introspection and evaluation of their 
own self-understanding. 

HPSS-
S101-17 

8:00-9:30am 

Islam and the Islamic World      Andrew Robarts         

Following an introduction to the Qur’an and the core elements and concepts of 
the religion of Islam, this course surveys the development and articulation of the 
Islamic World in the medieval, early-modern, and modern periods.  While not 
discounting the centrality of the peoples of the Arabian Peninsula and Middle East 
to the venture of Islam, this course will highlight the establishment of Islamic 
states, societies, and communities in Africa, Asia, Russia, Europe, and North 
America.  A survey of the Muslim pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca and Medina and its 
role in generating and sustaining an Islamic World provides the core 
organizational framework for this course.  The course concludes with a survey of 
Islamic societies in the contemporary world and is built around the reading and 
analysis of works by important Muslim scholars and thinkers across the 1,500-year 
history of the Islamic World. 

 

HPSS-
S101-23 

8:00-9:30am 

Development of Democracy in the United States       Jennifer Mogg      

Today, it is taken for granted that politics in the United States is and has been 
democratic since our founding. This course assesses this conventional wisdom by 
taking seriously the proposition that democracy is something that has emerged 
through US history. In addressing this possibility, we will consider many questions 
including the following: 1) out of what did democracy develop?; 2) has it always 
been democratic and it is simply more democratic today; or, did it begin with less 
than democratic political institutions only to see democracy develop over time?; 
and 3) if the latter is the case, where did the United States begin in relation to 
democracy, and why are these earlier understandings of American politics 
undemocratic?  In this course, we will explore these questions, as well as 
examining just how democratic the United States is today through an analysis of 
philosophic influences on the political culture of the United States, landmark 
documents, and American political history. 
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HPSS-
S101-25 

8:00-9:30am 

Existentialism           James Yess      

This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically. Samples of 
classic philosophical writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal 
identity, subjective value, the existence of God, and the meaning of human 
existence will be the launching pads for students’ oral and written analysis. 
Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class discussions will be used to 
encourage close scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical progression, and how 
well claims are substantiated. By noting the strengths and weaknesses in the 
arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical argumentation, 
students will be better able to navigate through the thickets of challenges arising 
from everyday living as persons of careful thought and considered action. 

 

 

 


