
Students in T/W/F studio are in Monday and Thursday Liberal Arts sections 
 

• Register for one section of S101. Topic descriptions for S101 are below. 

• You have until January 23rd to select a section. 

• Students not registered by January 23rd will be placed into an open section.  

• Please read through the descriptions carefully before selecting a section.  

• If a section is closed, move onto your second choice. 

• There are no wait lists and there is no add/drop period for this class. 
 
 
Please follow directions from the registrar’s office on how to register for your S101 section: 
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/ 

 

 

        

S101 Monday/Thursday sections - Choose one 

HPSS-S101-02 Akporiaye International Politics 9:40-11:10 

HPSS-S101-08 Nelson Making Sense of Modern Media 1:10-2:40 

HPSS-S101-14 Russell Putting Psychology in Context 8:00-9:30 

HPSS-S101-17 Hartely Intro to Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 1:10-2:40 

HPSS-S101-18 Fitzsimons The United States in the World Since 1945 1:10-2:40 

        

 
 

https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/


 
HPSS-S101 Topic Descriptions 

 
 

Alero Akporiaye      
International Politics    
MTH 9:40-11:10 
This course introduces students to critical analysis and writing in the social sciences. You will develop these skills through the study of international 
politics. Substantively, we explore interests, interactions, and institutions of international and domestic political actors with regard to security and 
conflict, international political economy, and transnational politics. This course adopts the flipped classroom approach, requiring students to 
spend one class session a week working remotely to prepare for active learning activities in the second class session of the week. 
 
Jon Nelson 
Making Sense of Modern Media 
MTH 1:10-2:40 
We are living in a time of unprecedented not only availability of information but also variation in the quality of information. Newspapers, cable 
news, social media, and old-fashioned gossip are all prone to biases and ulterior motives, yet we depend on them for much of our knowledge on 
current events. If we are to have an accurate understanding of the world, then it is imperative that we examine the forces that drive these various 
forms of media. We can do this in various ways, but not least among them is through the informed use of peer-reviewed books and articles. In this 
course, we will learn how to unlock the power of social scientific knowledge to gain a clearer understanding both of who, and what, is shaping the 
messages we receive every day as well as the effects of those messages on ourselves and our communities. Specifically, we will examine the 
transition from written to audiovisual media, the emergence of “reality” television, and wrap up by examining the popular app TikTok. For the final 
project, students will collect and analyze a series of TikTok videos on a topic of their choice and contrast their message with scholarly works on the 
same subject. There will also be a series of lower-stakes assignments that strengthen the writing mechanics and conventions needed for success 
on the final project. 
 
Katherine Russell 
Putting Psychology in Context 
MTH 8-9:30 
We seem to encounter psychology often and in many different ways in our daily lives.  Yet, what truly does the field of psychology consist of?  
From Freud to Skinner to present-day psychological theories, this course seeks to help students develop an understanding of the ways in which 
the discipline of psychology defines, explores, and researches questions about the nature of being human.  While reviewing several key topics and 
research studies in psychology, this course aims to cultivate skills in critical thinking, reading, analysis, research, and writing.  Throughout the 
course, there will be a variety of assignments that will support students in writing a final critical literature review on a psychological topic. 



Jameka Hartley 
Intro to Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
MTH 1:10-2:40 
An interdisciplinary introductory course that explores how the intersections of gender, race, class, sexuality, and ability impact the normative roles 
and oppression(s) of women, queer, trans and non-binary people in our society and how they can be challenged through feminist critical practices.  
We will read feminist scholarship from the past and present to learn key concepts. Students will engage with immersive activities that allow for 
embodied learning experiences and then write and/or present them visually and textually. 
 
David Fitzsimons  
The United States in the World Since 1945 
MTH 1:10-2:40 
The 20th-century contest for empire between capitalism and communism killed millions of persons in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, degraded 
the environment and risked its nuclear destruction, and led to the anti-Islamic basis of American policy since 9-11. Through the close examination 
of key primary and secondary sources, writing assignments, and class discussions and presentations, students will learn to think, speak, and write 
critically about the geopolitical, economic, cultural, ideological, and domestic forces that shape American foreign relations to this day. 


