
SPRING 2023 HPSS-S101 TOPIC DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 
Alero Akporiaye      
International Politics    
MW 8-9:30 
MTH 9:40-11:10 
This course introduces students to critical analysis and writing in the social sciences. You will develop 
these skills through the study of international politics. Substantively, we explore interests, interactions, 
and institutions of international and domestic political actors with regard to security and conflict, 
international political economy, and transnational politics. This course adopts the flipped classroom 
approach, requiring students to spend one class session a week working remotely to prepare for active 
learning activities in the second class session of the week. 
 
 
Angelo Baca 
Introduction to Native American Philosophy 
TF 1:10-2:40 
WF 2:50-4:20 
-What are some differences between classic Western Philosophy and Native American Philosophy? 
-How do we tell the diversity and variety of philosophical concepts amongst Native American tribes and 
regions? 
-What kinds of ideas and stories outline philosophical guidelines for culture and background in certain 
Indigenous communities? 
These are some of the questions and ideas that will be explored in this course. This course will examine 
American Indian philosophy through introductory and culturally specific contexts using a variety of 
sources, both historical and contemporary. Sources will range from being recorded texts from archives, 
books, journals, and other audio/visual materials, as well as online websites, journals, and other 
repositories of knowledge. It is designed to give people who have very little familiarity with indigenous, 
philosophical concepts, in a broad overview. Interaction with these ideas in conjunction with other 
western philosophical concept will by no means be a comprehensive coverage of philosophy, but it will 
be complementary to western academic fundamental philosophical, and well-known European and 
American philosophy concepts for deeper conversations for people to examine further in class 
discussions. 
 
 
Namita Dharia    
Introduction to Material Studies: Exploring S, M, L, XL Objects 
WF 1:10-2:40 
From the forks and spoons we hold in our hands, to the machines that heal us, from the buildings and 
homes we live in, to the plants and animals we eat, and to the cables and servers that support our digital 
selves: non-human entities small, medium, large, and extra-large surround and support our lives. This 
course studies the social role of objects, animals, plants, and landscapes from historic to contemporary 
times. It explores how non-humans (things and living beings) govern, shape, and undergird our social 
worlds and looks at the relationship between human beings, animals, and objects. We will discuss small 
acts of gift giving, medium sized industrial objects, and explore large and extra-large scales through 
technologies, networks, and manmade cities and landscapes. The course serves as an introductory 
course to thing theory, new materialisms, and anthropology. The course has a majority of 



in-person classes as well as a few a-synchronous sessions. High priority is given to class participation and 
reading discussions. Students who are shy can send in written comments on readings in advance which 
will count towards participation.  
 
 
Xiangli Ding  
Historical Origins of Global Inequalities 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
WF 2:50-4:20 
Our world has grown increasingly interconnected, diverse, and yet unequal. Economic discrepancy, 
gender inequality, environmental injustice, racial bias, and power politics have become the common 
challenges in both local and global levels. The dynamics and tensions which foster these challenges are 
far from new, and they are especially rooted in the world history of the past centuries. In this course, we 
will explore professional historians’ reflection of historical narratives and paradigms, and develop a 
historical understanding of the mechanisms through which individuals and states have interacted with 
each other. We will make sense of our contemporary challenges by focusing on the historical origins of 
global inequalities and thus inspire alternatives. Additionally, you will be able to develop critical reading, 
material synthesizing, efficient oral and written communication skills. 
 
 
David Fitzsimons  
The United States in the World Since 1945 
MW 2:50-4:20 
MTH 1:10-2:40 

The 20th-century contest for empire between capitalism and communism killed millions of 
persons in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, degraded the environment and risked its nuclear 
destruction, and led to the anti-Islamic basis of American policy since 9-11. Through the close 
examination of key primary and secondary sources, writing assignments, and class discussions 
and presentations, students will learn to think, speak, and write critically about the geopolitical, 
economic, cultural, ideological, and domestic forces that shape American foreign relations to 
this day. 
 
 
Lindsay French 
Intro to Social and Cultural Anthropology: Ethnography 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
What IS anthropology?  What is ethnography? What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how is 
ethnographic research conducted, and how are ethnographic understandings communicated?  This 
course introduces students to the discipline of social and cultural anthropology by looking at the kind of 
work anthropologists do, the way we do it, and how we communicate what we learn through our 
research in both ethnographic writing and film.  The goal of the course is to introduce a distinctive way 
of thinking about human social and cultural differences, and a range of analytic techniques that 
anthropologists use for making sense of these differences. Readings have been chosen to represent 
geographical and cultural diversity, as well as several different analytic approaches.  Writing 
assignments ask you to think and write about social and cultural issues the way an anthropologist might.  
Short papers are designed to build skills in critical reading, analysis, synthesis, and clear exposition, as 
well as informed interpretation.  Writing is understood as a process as much as a product in this class, a 
means of extending and refining your thinking about a particular topic.  Any paper may be re-written to 
improve your grade as long as it is submitted before the next paper is due. 



Anthony Gregory 
Race, Class, and Power: Histories of American Law and Order 
TF 1:10-2:40 
WF 2:50-4:20 
Has “law and order” always had the political connotations it does today? In pondering this 
question, students will learn about the craft of history, how it is studied, researched, and written. 
Students will trace the history with a consideration of three origin stories: (1) the construction of 
racial hierarchy, (2) the policing of socio-economic boundaries, and (3) state-building and 
political development. Specific issues include criminal enforcement in the American Revolution; 
the birth of urban police forces; law enforcement’s role in slavery, Reconstruction, and Jim 
Crow; 20th century reformers and anti-vice crusades; the FBI, national security state, and the 
bipartisan wars on crime since the late twentieth century. More generally the course aims to 
teach students what it means to study history, how to learn the major narratives, themes and 
subject matter that drive historical debates, and how to empower themselves to join the fray of 
historical discourse with their own well-informed perspectives. 
 
 
Jameka Hartley 
Intro to Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
MTH 1:10-2:40 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
An interdisciplinary introductory course that explores how the intersections of gender, race, class, 
sexuality, and ability impact the normative roles and oppression(s) of women, queer, trans and non-
binary people in our society and how they can be challenged through feminist critical practices.  We will 
read feminist scholarship from the past and present to learn key concepts. Students will engage with 
immersive activities that allow for embodied learning experiences and then write and/or present them 
visually and textually. 
 
 
Jenifer Mogg 
Development of Democracy in the United States 

TF 1:10-2:40 
Today, it is taken for granted that politics in the United States is and has been democratic since 
our founding. This course assesses this conventional wisdom by taking seriously the proposition 
that democracy is something that has emerged through US history. In addressing this 
possibility, we will consider many questions including the following: 1) out of what did 
democracy develop?; 2) has it always been democratic and it is simply more democratic today; 
or, did it begin with less than democratic political institutions only to see democracy develop 
over time?; 3) if the latter is the case, where did the United States begin in relation to 
democracy, and why are these earlier understandings of American politics undemocratic?;  4) 
what explains the democratic backsliding witnessed today?; and 5) how do citizens preserve 
democratic institutions and are US citizens capable of performing this role?  In this course, we 
will explore these questions, as well as examining just how democratic the United States is 
today through an analysis of philosophic influences on the political culture of the United States, 
landmark documents, and American political history. 
 
 
 



 
Gail Mohanty  
Engines, Waterwheels and Microchips: History of American Technology 
TF 1:10-2:40 
This course draws on broad themes and problems in the History of American Technology for its content 
such as Technology and Material Culture, Inventing and Innovation, Technology and the Workplace, 
Time and Technology, and Technologies of Communication. Within each of the themes we trace past 
technologies through to the present and examine debates that engage historians of technology and 
historians in general. The overall writing elements of the course will focus on developing a research 
paper including choosing a topic, writing a thesis statement, pulling together sources and developing an 
annotated bibliography, writing an introduction and outlining the paper, writing a draft of the paper, 
submitting the final paper and presenting the paper to the class. 
 
 
Jon Nelson 
Making Sense of Modern Media 
MTH 1:10-2:40 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
We are living in a time of unprecedented not only availability of information but also variation in the 
quality of information. Newspapers, cable news, social media, and old-fashioned gossip are all prone to 
biases and ulterior motives, yet we depend on them for much of our knowledge on current events. If we 
are to have an accurate understanding of the world, then it is imperative that we examine the forces 
that drive these various forms of media. We can do this in various ways, but not least among them is 
through the informed use of peer-reviewed books and articles. In this course, we will learn how to 
unlock the power of social scientific knowledge to gain a clearer understanding both of who, and what, 
is shaping the messages we receive every day as well as the effects of those messages on ourselves and 
our communities. Specifically, we will examine the transition from written to audiovisual media, the 
emergence of “reality” television, and wrap up by examining the popular app TikTok. For the final 
project, students will collect and analyze a series of TikTok videos on a topic of their choice and contrast 
their message with scholarly works on the same subject. There will also be a series of lower-stakes 
assignments that strengthen the writing mechanics and conventions needed for success on the final 
project. 
 
 
Katherine Russell 
Putting Psychology in Context 
MW 9:40-11:10 
MTH 8-9:30 
We seem to encounter psychology often and in many different ways in our daily lives.  Yet, what truly 
does the field of psychology consist of?  From Freud to Skinner to present-day psychological theories, 
this course seeks to help students develop an understanding of the ways in which the discipline of 
psychology defines, explores, and researches questions about the nature of being human.  While 
reviewing several key topics and research studies in psychology, this course aims to cultivate skills in 
critical thinking, reading, analysis, research, and writing.  Throughout the course, there will be a variety 
of assignments that will support students in writing a final critical literature review on a psychological 
topic. 
 
 
 



Katerina Stefatos 
International Human Rights 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
TF 1:10-2:40 
The course will provide a basic introduction to international human rights, their historical foundations, 
and conceptual frameworks, as well as their importance in international politics using multidisciplinary 
perspectives on human rights, including international relations and international law, history, social 
anthropology, and gender studies. 
 Throughout the course, we will discuss specific case studies, current and historical events, national and 
international human rights violations, as well as domestic and international laws, key actors, and 
international legal instruments in the protection of human rights. We will employ a critical and feminist 
approach, in an attempt to think critically about hegemonic human rights discourses, when examining 
indigenous, cultural, and environmental rights, women’s rights, the rights of LGBTI communities, 
migrants and refugees. 
Students will work on a series of short papers, collaborative discussions, and small group presentations. 
 
 
James Yess      
Existentialism 
MW 9:40-11:10 
WF 8-9:30 
This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically. Samples of classic philosophical 
writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal identity, subjective value, the existence of 
God, and the meaning of human existence will be the launching pads for students’ oral and written 
analysis. Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class discussions will be used to encourage close 
scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By 
noting the strengths and weaknesses in the arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical 
argumentation, students will be better able to navigate through the thickets of challenges arising from 
everyday living as persons of careful thought and considered action. 
 
 


