
Students in M/W/Th studio are in Tuesday and Friday Liberal Arts sections. 
 

• Register for one section of S101. Topic descriptions for S101 are below. 

• You have until January 23rd to select a section. 

• Students not registered by January 23rd will be placed into an open section.  

• Please read through the descriptions carefully before selecting a section.  

• If a section is closed, move onto your second choice. 

• There are no wait lists and there is no add/drop period for this class. 
 
 
Please follow directions from the registrar’s office on how to register for your S101 section: 
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/ 
 

 
        

S101 Tuesday / Friday sections - Choose one 

HPSS-S101-04 Mogg 
Development of Democracy in the 
United States 

1:10-2:40 

PSS-S101-11 Mohanty 
Engines, Waterwheels and Microchips: 
History of American Technology 

1:10-2:40 

HPSS-S101-09 Gregory 
Race, Class, and Power: Histories of 
American Law and Order 

1:10-2:40 

HPSS-S101-22 Baca 
Introduction to Native American 
Philosophy 

1:10-2:40 

HPSS-S101-24 Stafatos International Human Rights 1:10-2:40 

        

 
 
 

HPSS-S101 Topic Descriptions 
 
 
Jennifer Mogg 
Development of Democracy in the United States 
1:10-2:40 
Today, it is taken for granted that politics in the United States is and has been democratic since our 
founding. This course assesses this conventional wisdom by taking seriously the proposition that 
democracy is something that has emerged through US history. In addressing this possibility, we will 
consider many questions including the following: 1) out of what did democracy develop?; 2) has it 
always been democratic and it is simply more democratic today; or, did it begin with less than 
democratic political institutions only to see democracy develop over time?; 3) if the latter is the case, 

https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/


where did the United States begin in relation to democracy, and why are these earlier understandings of 
American politics undemocratic?;  4) what explains the democratic backsliding witnessed today?; and 5) 
how do citizens preserve democratic institutions and are US citizens capable of performing this role?  In 
this course, we will explore these questions, as well as examining just how democratic the United States 
is today through an analysis of philosophic influences on the political culture of the United States, 
landmark documents, and American political history. 

Gail Mohanty  
Engines, Waterwheels and Microchips: History of American Technology 
1:10-2:40 
This course draws on broad themes and problems in the History of American Technology for its content 
such as Technology and Material Culture, Inventing and Innovation, Technology and the Workplace, 
Time and Technology, and Technologies of Communication. Within each of the themes we trace past 
technologies through to the present and examine debates that engage historians of technology and 
historians in general. The overall writing elements of the course will focus on developing a research 
paper including choosing a topic, writing a thesis statement, pulling together sources and developing an 
annotated bibliography, writing an introduction and outlining the paper, writing a draft of the paper, 
submitting the final paper and presenting the paper to the class. 
 
Anthony Gregory 
Race, Class, and Power: Histories of American Law and Order 
1:10-2:40 
Has “law and order” always had the political connotations it does today? In pondering this 
question, students will learn about the craft of history, how it is studied, researched, and written. 
Students will trace the history with a consideration of three origin stories: (1) the construction of 
racial hierarchy, (2) the policing of socio-economic boundaries, and (3) state-building and 
political development. Specific issues include criminal enforcement in the American Revolution; 
the birth of urban police forces; law enforcement’s role in slavery, Reconstruction, and Jim 
Crow; 20th century reformers and anti-vice crusades; the FBI, national security state, and the 
bipartisan wars on crime since the late twentieth century. More generally the course aims to 
teach students what it means to study history, how to learn the major narratives, themes and 
subject matter that drive historical debates, and how to empower themselves to join the fray of 
historical discourse with their own well-informed perspectives. 
 
Angelo Baca 
Introduction to Native American Philosophy 
1:10-2:40 
-What are some differences between classic Western Philosophy and Native American Philosophy? 
-How do we tell the diversity and variety of philosophical concepts amongst Native American tribes and 
regions? 
-What kinds of ideas and stories outline philosophical guidelines for culture and background in certain 
Indigenous communities? 
These are some of the questions and ideas that will be explored in this course. This course will examine 
American Indian philosophy through introductory and culturally specific contexts using a variety of 
sources, both historical and contemporary. Sources will range from being recorded texts from archives, 
books, journals, and other audio/visual materials, as well as online websites, journals, and other 
repositories of knowledge. It is designed to give people who have very little familiarity with indigenous, 
philosophical concepts, in a broad overview. Interaction with these ideas in conjunction with other 



western philosophical concept will by no means be a comprehensive coverage of philosophy, but it will 
be complementary to western academic fundamental philosophical, and well-known European and 
American philosophy concepts for deeper conversations for people to examine further in class 
discussions. 
 
Katerina Stefatos 
International Human Rights 
1:10-2:40 
The course will provide a basic introduction to international human rights, their historical foundations, 
and conceptual frameworks, as well as their importance in international politics using multidisciplinary 
perspectives on human rights, including international relations and international law, history, social 
anthropology, and gender studies. 
 Throughout the course, we will discuss specific case studies, current and historical events, national and 
international human rights violations, as well as domestic and international laws, key actors, and 
international legal instruments in the protection of human rights. We will employ a critical and feminist 
approach, in an attempt to think critically about hegemonic human rights discourses, when examining 
indigenous, cultural, and environmental rights, women’s rights, the rights of LGBTI communities, 
migrants and refugees. 
Students will work on a series of short papers, collaborative discussions, and small group presentations. 
 
 


