
Students in M/W/F studio are in Tuesday and Thursday Liberal Arts sections 
 

• Register for one section of S101. Topic descriptions for S101 are below. 

• You have until January 23rd to select a section. 

• Students not registered by January 23rd will be placed into an open section.  

• Please read through the descriptions carefully before selecting a section.  

• If a section is closed, move onto your second choice. 

• There are no wait lists and there is no add/drop period for this class. 
 
Please follow directions from the registrar’s office on how to register for your S101 section: 
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/ 
 

 

        

S101 Tuesday/Thursday sections - Choose one 

HPSS-S101-03 French 
Intro to Social and Cultural 
Anthropology: Ethnography 

9:40-11:10 

HPSS-S101-06 Stefatos International Human Rights 9:40-11:10 

HPSS-S101-07 Nelson Making Sense of Modern Media 9:40-11:10 

HPSS-S101-12 Ding 
Historical Origins of Global 
Inequalities 

9:40-11:10 

HPSS-S101-16 Hartley 
Intro to Women's, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies 

9:40-11:10 

        

 
 
 
 
 

https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/


HPSS-S101 Topic Descriptions 
 
 
 

Lindsay French 
Intro to Social and Cultural Anthropology: Ethnography 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
What IS anthropology?  What is ethnography? What kinds of questions do anthropologists ask, how is ethnographic research conducted, and 
how are ethnographic understandings communicated?  This course introduces students to the discipline of social and cultural anthropology by 
looking at the kind of work anthropologists do, the way we do it, and how we communicate what we learn through our research in both 
ethnographic writing and film.  The goal of the course is to introduce a distinctive way of thinking about human social and cultural differences, 
and a range of analytic techniques that anthropologists use for making sense of these differences. Readings have been chosen to represent 
geographical and cultural diversity, as well as several different analytic approaches.  Writing assignments ask you to think and write about social 
and cultural issues the way an anthropologist might.  Short papers are designed to build skills in critical reading, analysis, synthesis, and clear 
exposition, as well as informed interpretation.  Writing is understood as a process as much as a product in this class, a means of extending and 
refining your thinking about a particular topic.  Any paper may be re-written to improve your grade as long as it is submitted before the next 
paper is due. 
 
 
Katerina Stefatos 
International Human Rights 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
The course will provide a basic introduction to international human rights, their historical foundations, and conceptual frameworks, as well as their 
importance in international politics using multidisciplinary perspectives on human rights, including international relations and international law, 
history, social anthropology, and gender studies. 
 Throughout the course, we will discuss specific case studies, current and historical events, national and international human rights violations, as 
well as domestic and international laws, key actors, and international legal instruments in the protection of human rights. We will employ a critical 
and feminist approach, in an attempt to think critically about hegemonic human rights discourses, when examining indigenous, cultural, and 
environmental rights, women’s rights, the rights of LGBTI communities, migrants and refugees. 
Students will work on a series of short papers, collaborative discussions, and small group presentations. 
 
 
 
 



Jon Nelson 
Making Sense of Modern Media 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
We are living in a time of unprecedented not only availability of information but also variation in the quality of information. Newspapers, cable 
news, social media, and old-fashioned gossip are all prone to biases and ulterior motives, yet we depend on them for much of our knowledge on 
current events. If we are to have an accurate understanding of the world, then it is imperative that we examine the forces that drive these 
various forms of media. We can do this in various ways, but not least among them is through the informed use of peer-reviewed books and 
articles. In this course, we will learn how to unlock the power of social scientific knowledge to gain a clearer understanding both of who, and 
what, is shaping the messages we receive every day as well as the effects of those messages on ourselves and our communities. Specifically, we 
will examine the transition from written to audiovisual media, the emergence of “reality” television, and wrap up by examining the popular app 
TikTok. For the final project, students will collect and analyze a series of TikTok videos on a topic of their choice and contrast their message with 
scholarly works on the same subject. There will also be a series of lower-stakes assignments that strengthen the writing mechanics and 
conventions needed for success on the final project. 
 

Xiangli Ding  
Historical Origins of Global Inequalities 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
Our world has grown increasingly interconnected, diverse, and yet unequal. Economic discrepancy, gender inequality, environmental injustice, 
racial bias, and power politics have become the common challenges in both local and global levels. The dynamics and tensions which foster 
these challenges are far from new, and they are especially rooted in the world history of the past centuries. In this course, we will explore 
professional historians’ reflection of historical narratives and paradigms, and develop a historical understanding of the mechanisms through 
which individuals and states have interacted with each other. We will make sense of our contemporary challenges by focusing on the historical 
origins of global inequalities and thus inspire alternatives. Additionally, you will be able to develop critical reading, material synthesizing, 
efficient oral and written communication skills. 
 

Jameka Hartley 
Intro to Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
TTH 9:40-11:10 
An interdisciplinary introductory course that explores how the intersections of gender, race, class, sexuality, and ability impact the normative 
roles and oppression(s) of women, queer, trans and non-binary people in our society and how they can be challenged through feminist critical 
practices.  We will read feminist scholarship from the past and present to learn key concepts. Students will engage with immersive activities that 
allow for embodied learning experiences and then write and/or present them visually and textually. 


