
Students in M/T/Th studio are in Wednesday and Friday Liberal Arts sections. 
 

• Register for one section of S101. Topic descriptions for S101 are below. 

• You have until January 23rd to select a section. 

• Students not registered by January 23rd will be placed into an open section.  

• Please read through the descriptions carefully before selecting a section.  

• If a section is closed, move onto your second choice. 

• There are no wait lists and there is no add/drop period for this class. 
 
 
Please follow directions from the registrar’s office on how to register for your S101 section: 
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/ 

 
 

        

S101 Wednesday / Friday sections - Choose one 

HPSS-S101-05 Dharia Introduction to Material Studies: 1:10-2:40 

HPSS-S101-10 Gregory 
Race, Class, and Power: Histories of 
American Law and Order 

2:50-4:20 

HPSS-S101-13 Ding Historical Origins of Global Inequalities 2:50-4:20 

HPSS-S101-20 Yess Existentialism 8:00-9:30 

HPSS-S101-23 Baca 
Introduction to Native American 
Philosophy 

2:50-4:20 

        

 

 

HPSS-S101 Topic Descriptions 
 

 
Namita Dharia    
Introduction to Material Studies: Exploring S, M, L, XL Objects 
1:10-2:40 
From the forks and spoons we hold in our hands, to the machines that heal us, from the buildings and 
homes we live in, to the plants and animals we eat, and to the cables and servers that support our digital 
selves: non-human entities small, medium, large, and extra-large surround and support our lives. This 
course studies the social role of objects, animals, plants, and landscapes from historic to contemporary 
times. It explores how non-humans (things and living beings) govern, shape, and undergird our social 

https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/students/registration/freshmen-registration/


worlds and looks at the relationship between human beings, animals, and objects. We will discuss small 
acts of gift giving, medium sized industrial objects, and explore large and extra-large scales through 
technologies, networks, and manmade cities and landscapes. The course serves as an introductory 
course to thing theory, new materialisms, and anthropology. The course this year will be taught in a 
hybrid format with in-person and a-synchronous sessions, students are expected to speak and discuss 
their thoughts in in-person sessions.  
 
Anthony Gregory 
Race, Class, and Power: Histories of American Law and Order 
2:50-4:20 
Has “law and order” always had the political connotations it does today? In pondering this 
question, students will learn about the craft of history, how it is studied, researched, and written. 
Students will trace the history with a consideration of three origin stories: (1) the construction of 
racial hierarchy, (2) the policing of socio-economic boundaries, and (3) state-building and 
political development. Specific issues include criminal enforcement in the American Revolution; 
the birth of urban police forces; law enforcement’s role in slavery, Reconstruction, and Jim 
Crow; 20th century reformers and anti-vice crusades; the FBI, national security state, and the 
bipartisan wars on crime since the late twentieth century. More generally the course aims to 
teach students what it means to study history, how to learn the major narratives, themes and 
subject matter that drive historical debates, and how to empower themselves to join the fray of 
historical discourse with their own well-informed perspectives. 
 
Xiangli Ding  
Historical Origins of Global Inequalities 
2:50-4:20 
Our world has grown increasingly interconnected, diverse, and yet unequal. Economic discrepancy, 
gender inequality, environmental injustice, racial bias, and power politics have become the common 
challenges in both local and global levels. The dynamics and tensions which foster these challenges are 
far from new, and they are especially rooted in the world history of the past centuries. In this course, we 
will explore professional historians’ reflection of historical narratives and paradigms, and develop a 
historical understanding of the mechanisms through which individuals and states have interacted with 
each other. We will make sense of our contemporary challenges by focusing on the historical origins of 
global inequalities and thus inspire alternatives. Additionally, you will be able to develop critical reading, 
material synthesizing, efficient oral and written communication skills. 
 
James Yess      
Existentialism 
8:00-9:30 
This is a course about how to think, write, and read philosophically. Samples of classic philosophical 
writings in existentialism on topics such as free will, personal identity, subjective value, the existence of 
God, and the meaning of human existence will be the launching pads for students’ oral and written 
analysis. Philosophical and literary texts in addition to class discussions will be used to encourage close 
scrutiny of underlying assumptions, logical progression, and how well claims are substantiated. By 
noting the strengths and weaknesses in the arguments of others and practicing the skill of philosophical 
argumentation, students will be better able to navigate through the thickets of challenges arising from 
everyday living as persons of careful thought and considered action. 
 
Angelo Baca 



Introduction to Native American Philosophy 
2:50-4:20 
-What are some differences between classic Western Philosophy and Native American Philosophy? 
-How do we tell the diversity and variety of philosophical concepts amongst Native American tribes and 
regions? 
-What kinds of ideas and stories outline philosophical guidelines for culture and background in certain 
Indigenous communities? 
These are some of the questions and ideas that will be explored in this course. This course will examine 
American Indian philosophy through introductory and culturally specific contexts using a variety of 
sources, both historical and contemporary. Sources will range from being recorded texts from archives, 
books, journals, and other audio/visual materials, as well as online websites, journals, and other 
repositories of knowledge. It is designed to give people who have very little familiarity with indigenous, 
philosophical concepts, in a broad overview. Interaction with these ideas in conjunction with other 
western philosophical concept will by no means be a comprehensive coverage of philosophy, but it will 
be complementary to western academic fundamental philosophical, and well-known European and 
American philosophy concepts for deeper conversations for people to examine further in class 
discussions. 
 
 


